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Preserving Land and Water For Future Generations
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ARIZONA LAND AND WATER TRUST, 2016 RECIPIENT OF THE LAND 
TRUST EXCELLENCE AWARD

“Arizona Land and Water Trust epitomizes all we recognize in Excellence Award 
recipients,” said Land Trust Alliance President, Andrew Bowman. “Through the 
highest caliber work, Arizona Land and Water Trust has broadened support for 
land conservation, built understanding and grown the conservation community.”

Gates Pass (DJ Glisson)Cover: Sopori (Denise Barnes)
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This has been yet another year filled with accomplishments for 
the Arizona Land and Water Trust which we are thrilled to share 
with you. We thank you for helping to make our work in Southern 
Arizona possible.

The Trust is approaching the milestone of  preserving nearly 
50,000 acres of  ranchland, farms and wildlife habitat. Essential to 
our success is our wide network of  landowner, donor, agency and 
foundation partners. The building of  these strong relationships is 
key to our success as well as one of  the most rewarding aspects of  
our work.  

A nimble, solution-oriented organization, the Trust has taken 
creative approaches to the protection of  ranches, farms, wildlife 
habitat and the waters that sustain these areas. Our innovative 
Desert Rivers Program, now in its 10th year, continues to expand. 
This program benefits riparian areas and agricultural operations 
through incentivized water agreements that benefit riparian flows 
and working landscapes. To date we have secured over 2,300 
acre feet of  water for the environment. We are also exploring the 
challenge of  agricultural succession and how the Trust may help 
in identifying the next generation of  ranchers and farmers while 
assisting them with access to land.

Since our last report the Land Trust Alliance (the national 
organization of  land trusts) presented their annual Land Trust 
Excellence Award to Arizona Land and Water Trust. The Alliance 
recognized in particular the Desert Rivers Program, our Ranching 
into the Future workshops and our ability to secure significant 
funding from our state and federal agency partners. We are the 
only land trust in the western lower 48 states to have received this 
recognition.

As the Trust nears its 40th anniversary, it is important to note that 
none of  the above accomplishments could have been achieved 
without our colleagues, supporters and friends like you.

Thank you again for your partnership in our mission which enables 
us to continue our successful work throughout Southern Arizona. 

Sincerely, 

Diana Freshwater, Liz Petterson,  
President Executive Director

Dear Friends,
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The 2016 National Land Trust Excellence Award recognized Arizona 
Land and Water Trust (Trust) out of over 1,100 land trusts across 
the country. We are also the first land trust in the continental west 
to receive this award. Learn how we work with willing landowners to 
protect the places that make Southern Arizona unique. 

The Trust, along with our partners, protected over 2,660 acres of 
working landscapes and wildlife habitat in 2016, totaling nearly 
50,000 acres since 1978.

As Arizona’s only water trust, we attracted new funding sources and 
landowner partners to secure an additional 530 acre-feet of water for 
the San Pedro River over the next two years. 

The Trust is assisting with an initiative to help retiring farmers 
and ranchers identify appropriate successors while helping those 
successors find access to working lands. 

As a key partner in the Fort Huachuca Sentinel Landscape, the 
Trust is helping to maintain military missions while also sustaining 
working landscapes. 

Through our fall and winter field trip series, our Ranching into 
the Future workshops and our annual Saguaro Circle event, we 
connected with hundreds of our supporters and community 
partners, sharing our successful projects and how you help make 
them possible. PAGES 14-19
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

Young Rancher (Gettyimages.com)
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Staff  at the Arizona Land and Water Trust are often asked how we specifically work with willing 
landowners to help protect ranch and farmland, wildlife habitat and other important Southern 
Arizona landscapes. We thought the following description would be helpful to illustrate how we “do 
what we do.” We see ourselves as both land and water transaction experts and problem solvers. Since 
1978, it has been an honor for the Trust to work with individuals and families to explore the wide 
variety of  land protection options available, which has resulted in nearly 50,000 acres protected in our 
region to date.  

Landowner contacts the Trust.

Trust staff  meet with the landowners to learn about the property and their land protection 
goals. Options may include selling or donating a conservation easement, selling the land 
outright to a conservation buyer, or exploring other solutions.
 
Trust staff  use a variety of  tools to map the property to confirm potential conservation 
values, including ranch or farmlands, wildlife habitat and native grasslands. 

With conservation values established and in line with our mission, the Trust works 
to identify and match potential funding sources to the project. These funds may be            
available through our local, state and federal agency or foundation partners.

If  the Trust concludes a project is not appropriate for its mission, we help direct landowners 
to other potential organizations or agencies who can be of  assistance.

Once funding is identified and secured, the Trust completes due diligence on the property 
which generally includes items such as an appraisal, land and environmental survey and title 
report review.

When due diligence is completed, reviewed and approved, and with a successful negotiation 
in place with landowners, the Trust can move forward to close on the project pending final 
approval from our Board of  Directors. 

A
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LAND TRUST 101
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SAN YSIDRO FARM

341 Acres Protected in 2016, Cochise County
Funding provided by USDA – Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (US Farm Bill)

“We didn’t want the farm to ever be developed, we 
wanted to see it remain as open space. We do pastured 
grass fed beef, lamb and pork, and farm alfalfa, cotton 
and corn. We also have two greenhouses that in the 
future will be growing vegetables to sell at the farmers 
markets in Bisbee and Sierra Vista. Our brand is San 
Ysidro Farm.”  – Nathan and Jackie Watkins, owners, 
San Ysidro Farm.

San Ysidro Farm (Nathan Watkins)
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TORNROSE FARM

41 Acres Protected in 2016, Cochise County
Funding provided by USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service (US Farm Bill)

“I just really think it’s important to preserve open space and habitat and productive 
landscapes, especially food producing landscapes. The Trust has been a really great 
partner for ranching families that are hoping to keep their land in production. A big 
part of our business is selling all natural, grass fed beef and lambs at farmers markets. 
They’re sold under the Sky Island brand at Food Conspiracy Coop in Tucson, 
Sierra Vista Co-op, Bisbee and Sierra Vista Farmers Markets, High Desert Market 
in downtown Bisbee, Good Oak Bar next to the Rialto Theater in Tucson, Bisbee 
Copper Queen Community Hospital and sometimes Bianco’s Pizzeria in Phoenix. – 
Dennis Moroney, owner, Tornrose Farm and 47 Ranch.

Tornrose Farm (Dennis Moroney)
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In 2007, the Trust launched its Desert Rivers Program, addressing drought and changes in climate through water transactions 
that both sustain agricultural operations and restore or enhance flows in Southern Arizona rivers and streams. Now in 2017, our 
Program has expanded from our initial transactions on the Gila River to the San Pedro River, with opportunities on the Santa 
Cruz River underway. Through your support, we have made great strides and look forward to the next 10 years and beyond!

10 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIPS, INNOVATION AND EDUCATION

 2007 2010 2010-2012 2012 2015 2017-2018

Launch Desert Rivers 
Program

New Transaction on 
San Pedro & Projects 

Underway on the Santa 
Cruz River (Over 

2,530 acre-feet secured 
by 2018)

Desert Rivers 
Handbook Published

Listening Sessions 
& Site Visits with 

Landowners

First Water Transaction 
Upper Gila River (520 
acre-feet secured for 

environment)

5 Transactions on 
Upper Gila & San 

Pedro Rivers (1,440 
acre-feet secured for 

environment)

Photos: San Pedro River (Jim Wark-Airphoto), Desert Rivers Handbook, Ranching Into the Future workshop (Jeff  
Hampton), Upper Gila River (Jessica Fraver), San Pedro River (Jim Wark-Airphoto), San Pedro River (Wikipedia.com).
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Since 1978, Arizona Land and Water Trust has 
developed many successful partnerships with local 
ranchers and farmers who ask for assistance in 
permanently protecting their working landscapes. A 
key part of these conversations is Trust staff taking 
the time to listen. 

As well as transaction experts, we view ourselves 
as problem-solvers, and a theme we are hearing 
time and time again is the growing concern 
about succession in agriculture. The average age 
of Arizona’s ranchers and farmers is 65 and the 
majority are seeing their children move away 
from the family operation. Where will our next 
generation of ranchers and farmers come from? 
How will they gain access to agricultural land? And 
where will they learn both the on-the-ground and 
business skills necessary to be successful? This year, 
the Trust and partners are launching a new initiative 
designed to help retiring agricultural operators 
identify willing, skilled and knowledgeable 
successors while also helping those successors find 
access to working lands.

AGRICULTURE 
SUCCESSION PROGRAM

Babacomari Ranch (DJ Glisson)
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“Indeed that land [Italy] which possesses the “fatal gift of  
beauty” is fairly out-rivaled by the Sopori.”

 - John Ross Browne, Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 1864
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Browne was an Irish-born American traveler, artist, writer and government agent who wrote popular dispatches from around the world in Harper’s 
Magazine. The style of  his writings influenced a number of  authors such as Mark Twain, Bret Harte and Dan De Quille. (Photo: Denise Barnes)
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Sopori Wash
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I-19

I-19

I-19

I-19

PORTION OF SOPORI RANCH
BEING PROTECTED BY THE TRUST

Called Arizona’s first rancher, Eusebio Francisco Kino began his travels 
throughout the Pimeria Alta (upper land of the Pimas) beginning in 1687, in 
what is present-day Southern Arizona and Northern Sonora, Mexico. At that 
time Sopori Ranch was home to a farming community of Pima Indians who 
called themselves the “Sobaipuri.” Father Campo, Kino’s successor, was the 
first to record mention of Sopori as a location when in 1721 he made a journal 
entry noting that his party stopped for rest at “Xoporica.” In 1771, the King of 
Spain granted title to Juan Bautista de Anza of 14,000 acres of land called “El 
Ojo del Agua del Sopori” or “Eye of the Water of Sopori.”  With subsequent 
owners including Ann Boyer Warner - widow of Jack Warner of Warner 
Brothers movie studio - many have understood and appreciated the significant 
role the ranch property has played as part of the Santa Cruz River Valley.
 
In 2016, the Trust secured funding for a phased purchase of approximately 
2,600 acres of this historically, biologically and culturally important working 
landscape. The property also includes several miles of the Sopori Wash, a 
critical tributary of the Santa Cruz River. This unique stretch of the Sopori 
Wash is also one of the few riparian-dominated shallow groundwater areas left 
in this region.

Located south of Green Valley, west of I-19 and northeast of Arivaca, the total 
ranch covers 13,103 acres of fee land in both Pima and Santa Cruz Counties. 
Through public bonding, Pima County purchased of 4,100 acres of the ranch 
in 2009 as part of the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan. The portion of 
the Sopori Ranch purchased by the Trust lies adjacent to the east of the Pima 
County portion, and expands upon the nearly 25,000 acres (not including over 
50,000 acres in grazing leases) of existing protected working landscapes in the 
Upper Santa Cruz and Southern Altar Valley.     
 
Sopori Wash: Home to Critical Habitats

 � Creates a wildlife corridor extending from the Santa Rita Mountains to the 
east, the Tumacacori Mountains to the south, the Cerro Colorados to the 
north and the Las Guijas Mountains to the west.

 � Supports vulnerable species including Abert’s towhee, Bell’s vireo, Western 
yellow-billed cuckoo, Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl and Lesser Long-
nosed bat.

 � Provides a variety of deciduous trees including cottonwoods, willow, ash 
and hackberry.

SOPORI RANCH

Coati (Alex Derr) Green-tailed Towhee (Mick Thompson)
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Sopori Wash

Pima County
Protected Ranchlands

State Land

Pima County
Protected Ranchlands
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Critical
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PORTION OF SOPORI RANCH
BEING PROTECTED BY THE TRUST

Map by Denise Barnes
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SENTINEL LANDSCAPES

In 2013, the U.S. Departments of  Agriculture, Defense 
and the Interior announced an initiative called the 
Sentinel Landscapes Partnership. Sentinel Landscapes 
are working or natural lands important to the nation’s 
defense mission. These are places where preserving 
the working and rural character of  key landscapes 
strengthens the economies of  farms and ranches, 
conserves wildlife habitat and natural resources and 
protects military test and training missions by avoiding 
encroachment from development. In 2014, with support 
from Arizona Land and Water Trust, U.S. Army Fort 
Huachuca was awarded $5 million in Readiness and 
Environmental Protection Integration (REPI-DOD) 
funds for protection of  ranchlands. In 2015, this region, 
which lies within the Fort’s 2,500 square mile Buffalo 
Soldier Electronic Testing Range, was subsequently 
designated as a Sentinel Landscape, one of  only six 
in the country, which will help to leverage additional 
conservation funding for Southern Arizona.

“The Trust deserves great credit for their ability to be 
forward leaning. They jumped into this new partnership 
effort with both feet, working with us as we’ve developed 
on a federal agency level what the Sentinel Landscape 
partnership looks like.” - Kristin Thomasgaard-Spence, 
REPI National Program DirectorMountain View Ranch (Jessica Fraver)
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ANNUAL SAGUARO CIRCLE 2016

In April the Trust celebrated its 11th Annual Saguaro Circle 
gathering at Janos Wilder’s Carriage House in downtown 
Tucson with guest speaker David Yetman. The event provides 
the opportunity for our Board of  Directors and staff  to 
thank our supporters and friends while celebrating the 
accomplishments they help make possible. 

1. Trust Board Secretary Chuck Pettis and Executive Director 
Liz Petterson

2. Belinda Barrington, Andres Acedo and Tom Hladky
3. Robert Zollinger and Janos Wilder, owner of the Carriage 

House 
4. Pima County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry
5. Nancy Cella and Georgiann Carroll 
6. Shirley Chann and Trust conservation partners Blanton 

and Betty Belk
7. Jim Schatz, Louise Schatz, Gayle and Robert Bergier
8. Diana Hadley, Fran Epsen and Tim Storer
9. Saguaro Circle guest speaker David Yetman
10. Pete Eckerstrom, Trust Land & Water Program Director 

John Barrett and Dianne Bret Harte
11. Trust Board President Diana Freshwater and Board 

members Charlotte Hanson and Peggy Rowley
12. Trust Board member Nanette Pageau and Steve Pageau

10.

11.

12.
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FIELD TRIP SEASON 2016-2017

Each year the Trust invites our supporters and friends out into 
the field to explore current or future land and water protection 
projects while also hearing from our landowner and agency 
partners. Join us during our 2017-2018 season!

1. Guests view thousands of sandhill cranes during a trip to 
the Arizona Game & Fish Department Whitewater Draw 
Wildlife Area.

2. Learning about the sandhill cranes on the bus via video 
produced by our accompanying expert naturalists, Bob 
and Peggy Wenrick. 

3. It’s pumpkin picking time at Buckelew Farm!
4. Conservation partner and former Trust board member 

Dennis Moroney speaks about the importance of 
protecting working landscapes.

5. Guests enjoy a delicious catered lunch at Sandhill Farm.
6. Kerry Baldwin, former Pima County Natural Resources 

Division Manager, discusses ongoing restoration efforts at 
the King 98 Ranch in the Altar Valley.

7. Hiking along the Santa Cruz River.
8. Archaeologist Henry Wallace describes the cultural 

importance of Cocoraque Butte and its many Hohokam 
petroglyphs, located within Ironwood Forest National 
Monument.

9. Guests climb a second hillside near Cocoraque Butte to 
view historic petroglyphs.

10. A shady backyard picnic at the historic Middleton Ranch 
in Santa Cruz County.  

11. Ecologist Amy McCoy shares the work of the Trust’s 
Desert Rivers Program along the Santa Cruz River. 

12. Laurinda Oswald, owner of the Middleton Ranch, guides 
guests through a map of the property.

13. Sandhill cranes arriving at the Whitewater Draw.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Would you like to make a significant impact on land and water conservation in 
Southern Arizona? Legacy gifts are a convenient way to support the future work 
of the Trust, ensuring that our protected working landscapes, wildlife habitat and 
other critical open space remain intact for future generations.
 
You may like to consider:

 � A charitable gift that can provide you with income for life.
 � Gifts of appreciated property, such as stocks or real estate, which cost less than 

giving the equivalent amount in cash.
 � Gifts of assets that may benefit you more if you give them away.
 � Gifts that allow you to pass more on to your heirs and save future taxes.
 � A gift from a retirement plan that reduces current taxes.

 
We thank you for considering a planned gift and hope you will notify us should 
you decide to include Arizona Land and Water Trust in your estate plan.
 
Please contact Colleen Iuliucci at (520) 577-8564 or ciuliucci@alwt.org if you 
would like to discuss how you can make a significant impact in Southern Arizona.

CREATE A LASTING LEGACY

Sandhill Crane (GettyImages.com)
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There are many ways you can help sustain the work of the Arizona 
Land and Water Trust and we thank you for your support!

 � Set up a monthly donation.
 � Celebrate birthdays, anniversaries and honor friends and family 

with a gift to the Trust.
 � Consider a gift of appreciated stock.
 � Support our Land and Water Fund, which leverages grants we 

receive from agencies like the Department of Defense and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

 � Join the Saguaro Circle through a gift of $1,000 or more annually 
and attend our spring donor appreciation event.

 � Visit our website to make a donation at alwt.org or mail a gift to 
our office:

 Arizona Land and Water Trust
 3127 N. Cherry Avenue
 Tucson, Arizona 85719

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Sonoran Pronghorn (iStock.com)Tucson Sunset (GettyImages.com)



22 – Arizona Land and Water Trust

BOARD      
Diana Freshwater, President  
Ben Brophy, Vice President
Britton Simmons, Treasurer
Chuck Pettis, Secretary
Laura Brown
Les Corey
Fred Frelinghuysen
Charlotte Hanson
Fritz Jandrey
Pat Lopez, III
Karen Riggs
Nanette Pageau
Bill Roe
Peggy Rowley
Bill Shaw
Jeff  Hampton, President Emeritus

STAFF
Liz Petterson, Executive Director
Colleen Iuliucci, Development Coordinator
John Barrett, Land & Water Program Director
Cameron Becker, Land & Water Program   
 Manager and Stewardship Coordinator
Janelle Gaun, Land & Water Program
 Project Assistant

Denise Barnes
John Brady
David Freshwater
Norm Gerlich

John Gray
Mary Huerstel
Will Murray

Thank you to these partners who give generously of  their considerable talents:

Babacomari Ranch (BABS, Flickr.com) Great Horned Owl (GettyImages.com)
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WATER
LAND
ARIZONA

T R U S T

AND

The Arizona Land and Water Trust is proud to have been awarded 
accreditation in 2013 by the Land Trust Alliance Accreditation 
Commission. Of the 1,363 land trusts across the country, the Trust is 
one of only 372 to have received this recognition, demonstrating sound 
finances, ethical conduct, responsible governance and lasting stewardship.

Hiking (GettyImages.com)
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Arizona Land And Water Trust 
3127 N. Cherry Ave. 
Tucson, Az 85719 
Phone: 520.577.8564
Fax: 520.577.8574
www.alwt.org
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Babacomari Ranch (DJ Glisson)


