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Dear Friends,

Many of us enjoy eating locally grown food.  We like to know where our food comes from, we like 
to talk to the grower, and we like the connection to community that local agriculture evokes.  For 
some, the idea of family operated farms and ranches, wildlife habitat and groundwater recharge co-
existing across vast working landscapes underpins our experience of Southern Arizona.  

We know that water is essential to life, and in the Desert Southwest this is particularly true.  This 
report reveals the importance of the intertwined relationship between water, local agriculture, and 
natural systems.  Our use of voluntary water use agreements assists landowner partners to leave 
water for natural systems while helping them sustain their agricultural operations.  

The interview with rancher Dennis Moroney vividly describes the tough but rewarding business 
of small family agriculture.  And in spite of how tough things are, an increasing number of young 
people are interested in becoming farmers and ranchers.  With many of our nations farmers 
retiring, (the USDA expects that one-quarter, or 500,000, of all farmers will retire in the next 
twenty years), there are tremendous opportunities ahead.  

If we can connect young farmers to ranching and farming opportunities we will be able to preserve 
small-scale agriculture, locally grown foods, wildlife habitat, and groundwater recharge.  If we 
can partner with these farmers and ranchers to craft water use agreements that support both their 
operations and the natural systems around them we work toward sustaining both.  

Our continued gains in land and water protection through solid partnerships will benefit all 
residents of Southern Arizona in coming decades.  As we look to the future it is difficult to 
overstate the value of the relationships that the Trust has forged with you and other key partners.  
As always, we welcome your suggestions and comments about our work.

Liz Petterson, Executive Director  Diana Freshwater, President

Cover photo: Jerry Vojnic, Dave Perkins Ranch, Yavapai County, Arizona (Scott Baxter)
Jerry was 11 years old when photographed for the 100 Years 100 Ranchers (2011).  Jerry is the son of Silkie Perkins.  To facilitate the 
photograph of his mother for the book, Jerry rode his horse bareback to the Tank (about 10 miles).
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PARTNERS IN WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION

Protecting Small Scale Agriculture and 
Riparian Habitat 

Arizona Land and Water Trust partners with 
ranching and farming families on the Upper 
Gila River.  With our partners at the local 
Natural Resource Conservation Districts and 
University of  Arizona Extension Cooperators 
we are putting 1,120 acre feet of  water back 
in the riparian system.  Results of  monitoring 
over several years will guide future agreements 
aimed at balancing riparian habitat survival and 
small scale agriculture in the face of  drought.
Read the Umphres story page 5.

Private Lands, Wildlife and 
Biodiversity

Private lands and working landscapes 
support more species diversity than either 
state or federally protected conservation 
lands.  In fact half  of  the nation’s 
protected species use private working 
lands for 80% of  their habitat.  Working 
landscapes face numerous threats.  In this 
report rancher Dennis Moroney explains 
why protecting farms and ranches is good 
for all of  us. 
Read the interview on page 6.

Charting the Future of  Water in the Gila 
River Watershed’s Streams and Creeks 

Desert Rivers Program partner Amy McCoy of  
Ecosystem Economics calls the Trust’s work 
“groundbreaking.”  The Program is creating the 
framework for market driven, short-term water 
agreements.  These agreements are working in 
rural Arizona to re-frame how water is used for 
rural agriculture and for the environment. 
Read the McCoy article on page 10.
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RESTORING THE UPPER GILA WATERSHED, ONE FARM AT A TIME

It’s 6:00 a.m. in Southeastern Arizona and Mitch Umphres 
has already been up for hours.  A native of the small town of 
Duncan, in Greenlee County, Arizona, Mitch and his wife 
Karen have lived on their 30-acre farm for the past seven 
years.  Bordering their land for a half mile is the Upper Gila 
River, whose critical watershed extends from Southwestern 
New Mexico to the San Carlos Reservoir (Coolidge Dam) in 
Southeastern Arizona. 

On Umphres’ farm, the Upper Gila River flows seasonally 
with rain and snow melt from the Mogollon Mountains.  In 
a good year, the river provides for their farming needs while 
also nourishing thirsty cottonwood and mesquite trees along 
with the diverse wildlife population. 

In 2014, as part of a concerted effort to help restore and 
preserve the watershed, Mitch Umphres entered into a water 
lease agreement with Arizona Land and Water Trust (Trust) 
through its Desert Rivers Program.  This initiative, funded 
in part by The Walton Family Foundation, allows the Trust 
to work with private landowners within critical watershed 
environments.  Before commencing his water lease 

agreement, Mitch raises cattle and cultivates alfalfa on his 
land.  Richly nutritious, alfalfa is also a high water use crop 
primarily produced today as livestock feed. “I watered it 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day,” explains Mitch. “As soon 
as I was done, I’d have to start watering it again.”

In compensation for fallowing his alfalfa field, Umphres 
receives a lease payment from the Trust.  The University of 
Arizona Department of Hydrology and Water Resources 
monitors the effect.  Dr. Paul A. “Ty” Ferre, a professor at the 
University of Arizona Department of Hydrology and Water 
Resources, describes that U of A’s research with the Desert 
Rivers Program is groundbreaking and experimental in 
every sense. “Our working assumption is that reductions in 
consumptive use of water will have positive impacts on base 
flow.  But, quantifying how large – and particularly when – 
the impacts will be visible is difficult, to say the least.”  

“I’ve noticed that the water seems to run longer,” said Mitch 
in May, less than a year into his water lease agreement with 
ALWT. “I think if you can get more people into it [Desert 
Rivers Program], it would really help the river.”

Gila River (John Oliver)



6 – Arizona Land and Water Trust, Annual Report 2014
Rock outcrop, Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

To learn more about ranching and water in Southeastern 
Arizona, we asked Trust board member Charlotte Hanson (see 
page 9) to interview visionary local rancher and farmer, Dennis 
Moroney.  

Dennis and his wife, Deb, raise free-range, grass-fed beef, goat, 
lamb, and sheep--as well as pecans, pears, and grapes--using 
organic methods, solar power and wind energy.  They sell under 
their Sky Island Brand at Bisbee and Sierra Vista farmers’ 
markets.

A long time educator who was a vocational agricultural teacher 
for 14 years and then taught agriculture at the community 
college for another 15 years, Dennis is a sought-after speaker 
and leader of the emerging, landscape-scale, collaborative 
conservation movement.  He serves a number of boards 
including the Arizona Land and Water Trust.

Charlotte: Dennis, it is a pleasure to be talking with you this 
morning.  We have several topics to cover so I thought I’d 
start with the most provocative: water.  I hear so much now 
about problems with water shortages, is that going to be a 
big threat to ranching activities and the overall agricultural 
industry in Southern Arizona or do you think we will adapt 
to these challenges?

Dennis: There definitely are large challenges.  Part of 
what we are experiencing now is the result of 15 years 
of drought.  We know, historically, long-term drought 
has caused previous cultures to move out of the area, or 
to disappear.  I think we have a unique situation right 
now.  Much of the perception of water shortages is due 
to the fact that we have a huge population occupying the 
landscape that 100 years ago supported a fraction of the 
number of people that are here now. 

So, we are asking a lot of the system, which has been 
historically considered an arid or semi-arid environment. 
100 years ago, conditions like we have today, would 
probably just be thought of as a little bit drier time, but 
not necessarily a crisis. 

RANCHING INTO THE FUTURE

Chickens Eating Grubs (Dennis Moroney) 

Spotted Pigs (Dennis Moroney) 

Criollo cattle on the 47 Ranch (Dennis Moroney) 
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Today, we have a situation where a city like Tucson 
essentially has no surface water any longer.  Water is being 
brought from the Colorado River.  Everyone acknowledges 
that the river is over allocated.  The entire Colorado River 
watershed is in big trouble.  That’s just an example. 

But the biggest thing is our ground water resource.  We are 
seeing the application of technology to deepen wells, to 
create more efficient irrigation, all kinds of things.  Yet with 
every farmer that I know, every rancher that I know, the 
topic of water is constantly discussed and there is always 
worry and anxiety. 

Charlotte: Do you think it will change in any way the 
traditional raising of cattle?

Dennis: I think it’s changing all the time in terms of the 
application of technology and management, informing 
the way that we do what we do.  But I think the biggest 
change is recognizing that climate change is having an 
effect on how we do things and we’re going to have to 
get better and better and better at recycling the water 
that we use, you know, reusing water, and being more 
efficient in how we view it. 

For example when water is involved with highways and 
roads, we divert water away from the road in order to protect 
the road.  We have thousands of examples across Southern 
Arizona of historic floodplains that have been completely 

transformed by diversion and channeling the rainwater away.
We have to stop looking at water as a problem, and start 
thinking about how we build in infrastructure that restores 
historic watershed function and preserves and maximizes 
the benefits that come from what rainfall we do receive. 

Charlotte: Technology is going to be expensive, isn’t it?

Dennis: Yes.

Charlotte: I wonder where would those funds come from, 
do you suppose?

Dennis: I honestly think we will see the society transform 
from one whose view of water has been unrealistic for a 
long time.  I think that culture and society and perhaps 
our government’s generosity has given most people the 
impression that water is a cheap resource and ought to be 
cheap. 

I’m sure that our focus, regional as well as federal, will 
continue to be to invest more money in infrastructure for 
water use and reuse.  I don’t see any way we can get around 
that.  I think what individuals can do at the household level 
is going to change radically.  There are a lot of examples in 
Tucson of people harvesting rainwater, utilizing gray water 
systems, and capturing runoff water from streets and curb 
cuts.  I think these developing techniques are going to 
become the norm, not the exception, in a very short time. 

Dennis and Allie Moroney (Dennis Moroney) 
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Charlotte: That’s really exciting.  One of those, would 
you say vaguely related issues, is that we are all going to 
be in this together.  In such a situation, when all of us are 
being asked to rethink and to change our water usage, it 
adds a very positive note to it all, don’t you think? Do you 
anticipate that cooperation will become the norm?

Dennis: Absolutely.

Charlotte: Their problem 
is our problem.

Dennis: Yes exactly, and 
the nice thing is that, 
much of what we see 
right now is the sharing 
of this information and 
knowledge, in an open 
source demonstration 
kind of mode, by various organizations.  It’s really raising 
awareness for all of us.  So, I think it’s really great.

FARMERS’ MARKETS

Charlotte: How important, in your view, are the increasing 
numbers of farmers’ markets in Southern Arizona to farmers?

Dennis: Well, I think clearly farmers’ markets create an 
opportunity for direct connection between the producer 
and the consumer.  I think that anyone who is in the 
business of producing food appreciates the opportunity 
to have a conversation with people who are consuming 
what is being produced. 

I think farmers’ markets provide a real incentive to producers 

to adjust the way that they produce their food to meet the 
expectations of the consumer.  At the same time, they came 
about for economic reasons primarily to eliminate or bypass 
a lot of intermediate steps that siphon off most of the profits 
from farming.  So, ordinarily, farming is a pretty low margin 
enterprise in industrial circumstances.  Farmers’ markets 
provide a way to add some value for the producer, while still 

Ranching Into the Future Workshops
Arizona Land and Water Trust, with our 
partners at Cooperative Extension, hosts 
workshops for rural farmers and ranchers 
on issues such as estate succession planning 
and land protection tools.

? and Deb Maroney Branding (Dennis Moroney) 
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providing the consumer with a good deal for fresh and high 
quality nutritious food.  I think they are really great. 

And we still have to have production in Arizona that is 
strictly for the production and export of dry storable 
commodities.  That is driven by a Farm Bill which looks at 
agriculture as one of the economic segments that produces 
cash flow back into the country and offsets the balance 
of payments or trade deficits.  I know that sounds kind of 
complicated.  But essentially, we’ve seen our manufacturing 
sector diminish over time and we are an importer of 
many goods from around the world and we need to have 
something to sell.

In my opinion, unfortunately we sell a great many weapons, 
some machinery and a lot of agricultural commodities.  
Our current Farm Bill incentivizes the large-scale mono-
crop production of corn, rice, beans, wheat, cotton, 
soybeans.  Those products can be put in sea-land containers 
and shipped anywhere in the world.

I truly believe we need not a 5-year Farm Bill but a 50-
year Farm Bill that looks at soil health, nutrition and 
wellness, and adds to the quality of life of the people 
in our own country.  We need a bill that recognizes that 
local agriculture and low water use crops may be better in 
the long run than using up our fossil water resources in a 
few decades, or a century, and then having nothing for the 
long-term future. 

That sounds pretty heavy-handed, I’m sure, but I really 
believe that’s our biggest challenge when it comes to a long-
term view, regarding water use anyway. 

Charlotte: We can’t control how many people wander into 
Arizona and decide to live here.  We’ve got to realize that water 
is a commodity, like clothing, and we need to pay well for it. 

Dennis: Yes.  We don’t lose water.  Water is out there 
in different forms, but we are certainly using the most 
accessible water like there is no tomorrow and it seems very 
shortsighted to me.

Charlotte: Well, we do live for the present I think. 

Dennis: Yes. 

Ranching Into the Future Workshops

Continued on page 14

Charlotte Hanson found great respect for the West 
when, as a teenager, she and her Wyoming summer 
camp friends would ride horses.  “We would ride and 
ride and ride—out across acres and acres of sagebrush 
or up into the mountains to the top of a glacier.”  The 
vastness of the West touched her deeply--so unlike 
the tidy lawns of her family’s North Shore Chicago 
suburb.  Then through years of living in Japan, Brazil, 
Taiwan and Hawaii she became a keen observer of 
cultures and landscapes.

When she moved to Long Island, historic potato fields 
were being sold for development.  “To see a whole way 
of life, one going back to the 17th century, disappear 
because the land was going to slip away into little 
houses--that was very poignant to me.  If something 
couldn’t be done now it would be too late.”  This 
Harvard-educated, mother of five, former girl’s school 
administrator and English teacher joined the board of 
the Peconic (NY) Land Trust.  This trust was assisting 
farmers, who needed to make the most off their lands, 
find options other than development to consider. 

When Charlotte and her late husband Thor, a Tucson 
High graduate and retired Navy Vice-Admiral, moved 
to Sonoita, she fell in love with the vastness of the 
grasslands.  She also became concerned about the 
“sprinkling” of urban development.  She joined the 
board of the Arizona Land and Water Trust, lending 
her discrete, intellectual, curious and enthusiastic 
voice to preserving Southern Arizona’s land, water and 
traditional ways of life.

Charlotte Hansen, Age 6, forest preserve, Cook County, IL
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THE DESERT RIVERS PROGRAM AT WORK

The Desert Rivers Program began in 2007 to develop 
and implement conservation strategies that will 
secure water to sustain riparian habitat and rural 
livelihoods as a way to enrich Arizona’s natural and 
cultural landscapes. Building from ALWT’s history 
of land transactions, the Program is pioneering the 
use of short-term environmental water transactions to 
redirect water to rivers, riparian corridors, and depleted 
shallow groundwater tables. An environmental 

water transaction is an agreement whereby a water 
user changes or reduces their water use to support 
restoration, and typical transactions include leases 
or purchases of water rights for reallocation to the 
environment. 

The Trust has successfully implemented six water leases 
where landowners decrease water used for irrigation in 
order to relieve the pressure on shallow groundwater 
tables and support adjacent riparian vegetation. While the 
agreements themselves are among the first of their kind 
in Arizona, the Trust is also implementing an innovative 
monitoring program to track changes in environmental 
conditions in response to ranch management decisions. 

The spiral here illustrates 
the long-range perspective 
that guides the Trust in 
designing, implementing, 
and monitoring the 
impact of environmental 
transactions.  This 
Transaction Strategy Spiral 
explains the increasing 
scale of impact of 
transactions, with the four 
colors representing the 
growth and maturation of 
transactions as an effective 
tool for restoring streams 
and supporting working 
lands.

The first step (orange) of 
the Desert River Program 
focuses on designing and 
vetting the terms and 
conditions of short-term 
transactions in a way that 
addresses the needs of the 
land owner and meets the 
expectations of the Trust.  

The second step (yellow) initiates a monitoring plan 
to establish how much water (in terms of volume and 
timing) needs to be leased in order to raise groundwater 
levels and restore streamflows. Tracking the impact of 
leases with different volume, timing, and scale guides 

Multiple
Transactions

Hydrologic Response

Continued
Transactions

Establish
Price Point

Riparian ResponseLegitimate
Restoration Tool

Single Short-term
Transaction

Downstream Buyers

Development of
   Markets that include
     Environmental and
     Water Supply

Economically Viable 
Choice for Ranch 

Management

By Amy McCoy
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M Diamond Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

the Trust’s strategy for future deals and enables evaluation 
of opportunities by weighing cost against expected 
instream water yield. 

Building on the hydrological tracking, the next phase 
(green) focuses on riparian monitoring and endeavors to 
hone the placement and use of transactions to maximize 
the benefit to desert streams from any water acquired.

The final phase (blue) of the Transaction Spiral builds on the 
first three steps to focus on the role of environmental water 
transactions in a ranch’s operation, and to ensure the economic 

viability needed to enable program security.  This final phase 
balances the security needed for working landscapes with 
restoration of fragile desert streams and rivers. 

Over the long-term, the Trust believes that 
environmental water transactions will be effective in 
securing water for desert streams, assisting landowners 
to efficiently maintain their agricultural operations, and 
offer a pathway for environmental needs to participate 
in markets that are evolving as a tool for regional water 
management policies. 

Amy McCoy is a Senior Associate with Ecosystem Economics, where she focuses on the science, policies, and strategies of 
directing water to environmental and social needs.  She focuses most of her work in Arizona, but also dips her toes into rivers 
in the Pacific Northwest, Nevada, New Mexico, and the Colorado River Delta.  With a thirst for adventure, she has a PhD 
in Arid Lands Resource Sciences, served in the U.S. Air Force as a professional athlete, worked for non-profit and for-profit 
environmental organizations, and aspires to harvest enough rainwater to supply a year-round vegetable and fruit garden in 
Tucson.  She is thrilled and honored to work with the Arizona Land and Water Trust to keep agriculture and rivers alive and 
flourishing in Southern Arizona.
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     In the past 18 months the Trust has 
undertaken six short-term transactions 
on the Gila and San Pedro rivers with 
landowner partners that will result in 
increased downstream flow.  In the next 
several months the Trust expects to 
initiate several more transactions in the 
Gila River Watershed.
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Teach that all wild and cultivated animals and plants are 

dependent on each other.
Retain respect and give thanks to them

for sustaining us and

the beauties of  our place.
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Teach that all wild and cultivated animals and plants are 

dependent on each other.
Retain respect and give thanks to them

for sustaining us and

the beauties of  our place.
Peter Warshall, 
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YOUNG FARMERS AND RANCHERS

Charlotte: I understand that agricultural schools across 
the country are graduating more people with an interest in 
working on the land than there are available opportunities.  
Would you say that’s true in Southern Arizona?
 
Dennis: I think that many agricultural schools are 
graduating people who would be well prepared for 
employment in the service sector – people who would 
be regulators, advisors, financiers of agriculture, people 
that work for agencies.  There is not so much emphasis on 
actually producing the end product, although we have a 
few notable exceptions.

I feel like there are big challenges for young folks, who 
want to enter agriculture as producers in what would be 
considered family-scale agriculture.  These challenges are 
not insurmountable, though they require some thought 
and some creative solutions. 

Charlotte: Would you say that money, that financing these 
farms, is that a major problem?

Dennis: Yes.  I think access to capital is a big problem.  I 
think for good reasons, the banks and the entities that 
fund conventional agriculture and fund most of our 
production in agriculture are understandably risk-averse.  
They want to make loans for ventures that have a very high 
potential for success.  They certainly don’t want to loan 
money on a lost cause. 

To the extent that we have some government backing 
for beginning farmers and ranchers, or some sort of loan 
guarantee underpinning their early years of production 
when they have the highest potential for risk and setback, 
that can be really helpful.  Traditionally, financial backing 
for new farmers and ranchers has come from their families, 
and in some cases that’s still a viable option. 
 
Charlotte: Recently you mentioned, I believe, that more than 
half of the young people you know in farming are women.  As 
a woman I’m curious, what do you attribute this to?

Dennis: Oh man.

RANCHING INTO THE FUTURE

Names? (Dennis Moroney) 

 Hanna Still Floating (Dennis Moroney) 

Nubes de Noviembre (Dennis Moroney) 



Arizona Land and Water Trust, Annual Report 2014 – 15

Charlotte: I put you on the spot, I said I wouldn’t do that.

Dennis: No, I think it’s a fabulous trend.  In the 1920s 
the perception of value of women in society was quite 
a bit different.  We have seen women emerge in every 
profession, in every arena as leaders, as independent 
trendsetters, as the missing other half to pretty much 
everything that we do.  It seems only natural to me.  Of 
course, agriculture being so rooted in tradition and so 
grounded in sort of old school beliefs has been a little 
slower to come to the table.  Yet there are countless 
successful farming women across the country and around 
the world who already know that there is no reason 
women can’t do this stuff.  There is a sort of a myth that, 

“Oh, you have to be this big burley, macho, muscular 
person to do it.” What it really takes is brains...

Charlotte: It’s brains, exactly.

Dennis: Problem solving skills and tool use – that’s 
what is important in agriculture.  I was a vocational 
agricultural teacher for 14 years, then I taught 
agriculture at the community college for another 15 
years and I have had, I would say, at least equal numbers 
of male and female students in my classes in the first half 
of my teaching experience, but without a doubt women 
were the majority in the second half.  I can just say that, 
the doors have opened, the opportunities are there and 
women love doing this sort of thing the same way that 
men do.

Charlotte: Let’s go back to local agriculture for a minute, 
what can the average person do? I live in Tucson, what 
can I do to support agriculture, beyond patronizing my 
farmers’ markets?

Dennis: Food selection certainly counts.  The way that 
you eat, the way that you live, the viewing and valuing 
of local cuisine and local foods - those things are basic.  
I don’t want to be disparaging, but if peoples’ idea of 
hunting and gathering is Costco and Walmart – that 
doesn’t support local agriculture in the same way that 
shopping at farmer’s markets, voting for open space 
bonds, and supporting the Trust do.  And we need to 
provide encouragement for young people.  I ask my 
friends now, “How many of you are encouraging your 
children to grow up to be food producers?”

The talk that kids get at home is all about becoming a 
doctor, a lawyer, an accountant, that kind of thing.  We 
don’t want to tell our children that we need plumbers 
and electricians, carpenters and farmers. 

You have to have people who are willing to take a risk on 
the next generation.  We 
have people who spend 
a lot of emotional and 
financial energy taking 
risks in the stock market 
and other specualtive 
ventures.  We have 
to step up and take 
some risk with the next 
generation who is going 
to feed us.

I think we have a need to change our conversations 
a little bit to sing the praises, just a little bit, of the 
people who produce our food.  A hungry society 
doesn’t produce a lot of culture, it produces a lot of 
desperation.  We need to celebrate farming with some 
Woody Guthrie style folk songs about people that are 
working the land.

Charlotte: How helpful is it to have an organization, 
say like Arizona Land and Water Trust, leveraging the 
few state dollars that are available with federal dollars?

Dennis: I think it’s absolutely critical to have that 
kind of added support.  I think that a land trust 
plays an important role in advocacy for continuing 
to maintain open space and also to maintain what 

Open Space Bonds
Voters across the country approve bond 
packages to protect their air, land and 
water.  For decades Pima County voters 
have approved general obligation bonds to 
protect the Sonoran Desert.
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I consider to be working landscapes in working 
conditions.  I can think of many examples we have of 
land trusts partnering with federal and state agencies 
to secure conservation easements.  The preservation 
of these landscapes is the great hope that many of us 
have for continuing with what we do.

In our case specifically, one conservation easement we 
completed with Arizona Land and Water Trust was funded 
by a grant from U.S.  Fish and Wildlife through the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department to preserve species of concern. 
Selling the easement gave us the necessary capital infusion 
to pay off our mortgage.  The second easement allowed us 
to pay off our operating loan.  We have been operating since 
then debt free on a cash flow basis only and that couldn’t 
have happened if we had 
not worked with the Trust.  
It’s absolutely incredibly 
important.

Charlotte: That’s nice to 
know.  It really is.  Dennis, a 
final question.  If you could 
wave a magic wand, and 
weather is not included in 
this magic, what new role 
could this land trust play to benefit ranching and farming?

Dennis: Well the fact that the Trust is a 501(c)(3) and 
therefore has the ability to both raise money and provide 
various forms of assistance to do good in the world offers 
unique opportunities.  I think that the biggest unmet need 
at this time is the issue of the transition of agriculture 
from one generation to the next.  We need to match eager, 
willing, enthusiastic, passionate young people with old 
worn out crusty farmers and ranchers who really need to 
get the heck out of the way.

Facilitating this transition is, I think, really important.  
The tool of conservation easements is one of the pieces 
of the puzzle that I think is very important.  We need to 
encourage young people to enter the business of ranching 
and farming while at the same time provide a safety net for 
the older generation.  That would include the comfort of 
knowing their family farm or ranch will be operated as a 
farm or ranch into the future. 

I know it seems like maybe it’s a little bit of mission creep 
but I keep thinking that we can save these landscapes but if 
we don’t have people to operate them then we really haven’t 
finished the job. 

Charlotte: Good point.  You sound, however, very optimistic.  
Would you consider yourself optimistic about this?

Dennis: I’m pathetically, hopelessly, absolutely, ridiculously 
optimistic and I think that’s key, especially for anybody 
doing what I do.  You have to be ridiculously optimistic 
and, thankfully, I guess I wake up happy every morning.  I 
love what I do.  There are bad days and there are setbacks 
but you have to be an optimist to do this kind of thing.

Charlotte: I like that and not only that but you’ve been 
very kind and generous with your time.  It’s always fun 
to listen to you – very informative and always thought 
provoking.  So I’m deeply grateful.

Dennis: Thank you, Charlotte, this has been a real pleasure.

Conservation Easements
Arizona Land and Water Trust employs 
conservation easements and partners with 
willing landowners to protect Southern 
Arizona’s working landscapes, wildlife 
habitat and the waters that sustain them. 
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Arizona Land and Water Trust has protected more than 
50,000 acres in Southern Arizona in partnership with land-
owners, agencies and our supporters.  Our work focuses on 
working landscapes, rivers and riparian areas and urban re-
serves.  

Grasslands:  30,108 acres
Riparian/River Habitat:  12,207 acres
Urban Reserves, Parks and Monuments:  2,439 acres
Working Landscapes Under Conservation Easements:         
                                                                       11, 204 acres

OUR SUCCESSES

Ken Bosma

(Dennis Moroney) 

(Anne Reeves) 

(Sea Turtle) 
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Photos 1 through 5:  Trust field trip guests enjoy a trip to 
Cocoraque Butte in March.  The butte is located on the privately 
owned Cocoraque Ranch by Jesus Arvizu.  Intrepid climbers make 
it to the top of Cocoraque Butte for a view of the valley.  Lunch is 
served at the old homestead house.

Photo 6:  In April the Trust toured Southern Arizona farms 
including the Walking J Farm owned by Jim McManus and Tina 
Bartsch, located in Amado.

Photos 7 through 9:  This year we travelled to the Lower San 
Pedro River again to visit the Triangle Bar Ranch.  This 1,000-acre 
property was protected in 2012 by the Trust and Arizona Game 
and Fish.  The ranch was purchased using Arizona Lottery Heritage 
Fund and U.S. Fish and Wildlife dollars.  Guests enjoyed bird 
watching, an informative lecture by Trust staff, and a tour of the 
Putnam Wash Spring.  

Photo 10:  Each winter the Trust makes a trip to the Whitewater 
Draw to view the Sandhill cranes at Blanton and Betty Belk’s 
Sandhill Farm (protected by the Trust in 2011).  After birding we 
enjoy a delicious lunch overlooking the Draw before heading south 
to tour the neighboring Arizona Game and Fish Wildlife Area.
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LEAVE A CONSERVATION LEGACY

Lightning in the Mustangs (Doug Weber) 

You can make a significant impact on land and water 
conservation in Arizona.

Legacy gifts are a convenient way to support the future 
work of  Arizona Land and Water Trust, ensuring that 
Arizona’s most critical natural and historic landscapes 
remain intact for future generations to enjoy as you do 
today.

DID YOU KNOW…
You can receive income for life in exchange for a gift?
Giving appreciated property, like stocks or real estate, 
may cost less than giving the equivalent amount in 
cash?

Some assets can have enhanced benefits if  you give 
them away?

Some gifts cost nothing now, but leave a legacy later?
Other gifts allow you to reduce taxes and pass more on 
to your heirs?

The Trust would be pleased to work with you and your 
financial or tax advisor to establish a legacy gift that 
is most appropriate for you to achieve your financial 
planning goals. 

Please contact Jill Medlow, Development Coordinator, 
at 520-577-8564 or email jmedlow@alwt.org to learn 
more about planned giving options.
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

• Attend a field trip – Join us as we tour properties we have helped protect, visit onsite with producers of locally 
grown food and fiber, or view Arizona wildlife with guidance from expert naturalists!  

• Donate to our Land and Water Fund – Support our fund to permanently protect priority lands and waters. The Fund 
allows us to secure places immediately at risk while working to bring outside funds to complete the project.  The Fund 
will be a primary resource as we fulfill our mission into the future.

• Support local open space bond programs – Your vote approving open space bond measures helps to protect parks, 
trails, ranches, farms, and open space!

• Friend us on Facebook! – Join us at www.facebook.com/ArizonaLandAndWaterTrust
• Volunteer – Contact the Trust to learn about volunteer opportunities. 

To learn more, please contact Liz Petterson, Executive Director, at lpetterson@alwt.org or (520) 577-8564.

Cocoraque Butte (Jessica Fraver)
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Board 
Diana Freshwater, President
Ben Brophy, Vice President
Britton Simmons, Treasurer
Chuck Pettis, Secretary
Laura Brown 
Les Corey
Fred Frelinghuysen
Charlotte Hanson
Julie Holding
Fritz Jandrey
Pat Lopez, III
Fred McGee
Dennis Moroney
Karen Riggs
Bill Roe
Bill Shaw

Jeff  Hampton, President Emeritus

Sharma Hammond Torrens 
Land & Water Program Manager

THE TRUST’S STAFF

John Brady
Jason DeLeeuw
David Freshwater
Norm Gerlich

John Gray
Buck Hampton
Grant Hampton
Mary Huerstel

Steve Hunter
June Hussey
Laura Kennedy
Will Murray

Thank you to these partners who give generously of  their 
considerable talents:

Jessica Fraver  
Project & Stewardship Manager

Liz Petterson  
Executive Director

Jill Medlow
Development Coordinator

Sonoran Desert (thinkstock.com)

Cameron Becker
Project Assistant
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Cactus Flower (Art Brown)

Protecting the FUTURE by preserving our land and water TODAY.
The Trust is committed to protecting Southern  Arizona’s western landscapes, its heritage of  

working farms and ranches, wildlife habitat and the water resources that sustain them.

WATER
L AND
ARIZONA

T R U S T

AND

ARIZONA LAND AND WATER TRUST EARNS NATIONAL RECOGNITION
The Arizona Land and Water Trust is proud to announce that we have been awarded accreditation by the Land Trust 

Accreditation Commission. The Trust is one of only 230 national land trusts to receive this award since the fall of 2008. 
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