
Preserving Land and Water 
For Future Generations



Protecting the FUTURE by preserving our land and water TODAY.
The Trust is committed to protecting southern  Arizona’s western landscapes, its heritage of  

working farms and ranches, wildlife habitat and the water resources that sustain them.

San Pedro River Valley (Paul Schwennesen) 
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ARIZONA LAND AND WATER TRUST EARNS NATIONAL RECOGNITION
The Trust is one of only 280 land trusts nationwide to receive this award since the fall of 2008.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

The desert southwest faces critical issues that are discouraging to contemplate:  historic ground and surface 
water losses and rising temperatures. These two trends make it difficult to stay upbeat day-to-day about 
efficacy of land and water conservation efforts.  The other day a conservation colleague said to me “We need 
to be radical and practical.”  Since its beginnings Arizona Land and Water Trust’s emphasis on problem solving 
has been just that.

When we see rural landowner families facing succession and estate planning issues, we take the experts out to 
them with our ‘Ranching Into the Future’ workshop series.

When rural water conservation workshops reveal a reluctance to talk about water and small-scale farming, we 
launch our Desert River’s Program and write Arizona’s first water rights handbook for landowners.

When our farming partners tell us they could fallow a field for a year to benefit a stream reach but not go 
without the crop income, we design Arizona’s first short-term water use agreements to compensate voluntary 
fallowing.

When all-volunteer open space groups need help with mapping their priorities we offer our Open Space, Trails 
and Habitat Priorities planning tools.

These are just the highlights of the Trust’s longstanding roll-up-the-sleeves attitude. When harnessed in 
combination with new resources and policies, this work helps preserve southern Arizona’s longtime ranching 
and farming traditions alongside wildlife habitat and desert streams.

As the importance and scope of our work grows, we are grateful to count on your partnership.  If at any 
time you have questions, concerns or want to share a conservation story with us, please let us hear from you.  
Communication is where much of the work that we do in our community begins.  Together, we will preserve 
our land and water, our traditional ways of life, for future generations. 

 

      With gratitude,

On the cover: The Moroney Family, owners of the 47 Ranch located just north of Bisbee, partnered with Arizona Land and Water Trust in 
2007 to permanently protect over 940 acres of their working landscape. Left to Right: son Gordon, Deborah and Dennis, daughter Allie, 
Lizard the ranch dog and their ’53 Chevy (still running!).
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READINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION INTEGRATION (REPI) AWARD

In partnership with Fort Huachuca, the Trust has been awarded $4 million 
to help permanently protect approximately 5,900 acres of ranchland just 
east of the town of Sonoita, located southeast of Tucson.  The Readiness and 
Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program was created by the 
Department of Defense in the late 1990’s to reduce encroachment around 
military bases. With 11 national finalists, only two military bases were chosen 
for the $5 million awarded nationwide. Through the purchase of conservation 
easements, these landscapes will avoid development and remain contributors to 
the local community as active ranches, while also sustaining availability of critical 
resources such as groundwater for local communities including the Fort, along 
with the valuable native grassland habitat of the Sky Island region.

INCREASING OUR CAPACITY THROUGH 
THE LAND AND WATER FUND

Arizona’s ranches and farms, critical to sustaining locally grown food, food 
security, and strong rural economies, continue to feel financial pressures. As we 
must work strategically and quickly, we have identified the need to increase our 
capacity to conserve land and water in a timely manner. Our Land and Water 
Fund allows us to secure properties immediately at-risk while working to bring 
outside funds to complete critical projects. The Fund is our primary resource 
that will allow us to achieve our mission into the future.

To learn more about our Land and Water Fund and how you can help protect 
these vital landscapes, please contact Liz Petterson, Executive Director, at (520) 
577-8564 or Lpetterson@alwt.org.

Dick Kaler, Desert Rivers Program Partner (Jessica Fraver)
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Circle Z Ranch, Arizona’s oldest working guest ranch 
located in Patagonia south of Tucson, has operated 
continuously for 88 years under three distinct 
owners. It first opened for business in 1926 when the 
Zinsmeister’s, a German family from New York, had 
the vision to purchase a portion of the Sanford 97 
Ranch and built the first adobe structures that still 
serve guests to the ranch to this day. In 1949, Fred 
Fendig purchased the ranch and operated it for 25 years 
until 1976 when he sold it to Preston and Lucia Nash. 
Having been a ranch guest for 40 years, Lucia loved 
the area and especially respected the environmental 
importance of Sonoita Creek, which flows through 
the property. The ranch has been in the Nash family 
ever since, longer than any previous landholder and 
now, thanks to a little help from Arizona Land and 
Water Trust, it will remain permanently protected from 
development.

In October, 2013, Arizona Land and Water Trust closed 
on a 3,265-acre conservation easement on the Circle 
Z Ranch, fulfilling Lucia Nash’s wishes to keep the 
vast open spaces of the ranch permanently intact while 
allowing her family to continue ranching operations for 

generations to come should they so desire.
Diana Nash, wife of Lucia’s son, Rick, shares with 
Arizona Land and Water Trust her thoughts about 
the ranch’s history, current operation and permanent 
conservation.

“Rick’s mother started going to the ranch in 1936 as a 
young girl. She has shared with the family some of her 
early memories of being out riding. Her father was a 
naturalist and they would go around and climb on the 
hoodoos (tall thin spires of rock) and look for species 
of butterflies. She remembers Mrs. Zinsmeister on her 
black stallion. Mostly, she has conveyed to us the feel of 
the original ranch. As we have it decorated now is how 
she remembers it when she was a little girl.”

Diana was first introduced to the ranch around 1993, 
when Rick took her there during their engagement. 

“I thought it was beautiful and such a special place, 
being in his family. I remember the charm of the ranch 
itself and the vast spaces when we’d go out riding. I was 
amazed at how much land there was and how diverse.”
Being from Montana, vast spaces were nothing new 
to Diana. She’d grown up around horses, too. Still, 

“One of the most precious 
features of the ranch, 
which occupies over 
5,000 total acres, is the 
perennially flowing river 
that runs through it.”

CIRCLE Z RANCH, THE NASH FAMILY

Cienega Creek, Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

Nash Family, owners of Circle Z Ranch
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she knew from the moment she saw it that the Circle Z 
Ranch was special.

One of the most precious features of the ranch, which 
occupies over 5,000 total acres, is the perennially 
flowing river that runs through it. The Sonoita Creek 
(pronounced “crick” by Diana) has attracted human 
inhabitants since prehistoric days, as evidenced by 
ancient potshards and arrowheads found in nearby 
caves. Today, it supports many species of wildlife. Diana 
has seen mountain lions, coatimundi, migrating birds 
including the Elegant Trogon, which nests in the canyon 
off the creek, plus deer and lately many wild turkeys.
Sanford Butte, known to ranch guests as Circle Z 
Mountain, serves as a guide for riders seeking the ranch 
huddled at its base. A hike to the top provides climbers 
with a panoramic view of the Santa Rita Mountains 
to the north, the Santa Cruz Valley to the west, the 
Patagonia Mountains to the east, and Mexico to the 
south.

Such landscapes are rare indeed, and are destined to 
become even more rare as time marches on. “It’s certainly 
our intention for future generations of our family to 
operate the ranch, but if not we have it set so that the 
property will remain unspoiled. My mother-in-law is a 
very strong conservationist and has been on the board of 
The Nature Conservancy in Ohio for many years. She 
always knew she would put an easement on the ranch.”

Lucia had started the process of securing a conservation 
easement when she suffered a stroke in 2008, leaving 
Rick and Diana to pick up where she left off. They found 
out about Arizona Land and Trust the old fashioned 
way… “We Googled them! We also have a good 
relationship with Five Valleys Land Trust in Montana 
so we asked around. We did our research. Arizona Land 
and Water Trust is savvy about maintaining the ranching 
lifestyle…they have been very much considerate of 
the fact that we are an operating ranch. Working with 
them has been a very positive experience. Liz has been 
wonderful and Jessica, who does the onsite visits, has 
really made it an easy process. They pushed to make us 
think about things years and years away, 100 years and 
beyond, and were helpful to us when deciding about 

Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

Horses of the Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)
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what portions of the property our grandkids might 
want to build on and which places won’t intrude upon 
habitat or views for our guests, also water conservation, 
which is so important to us with the Sonoita Creek.”
Diana and Rick assumed the role of general ranch 
oversight in 2008 with the help of a competent staff. 
A full-time foreman and his wife, George and Jennie 
Lorta, attend to the needs of their 100-horse herd and 

the day to day management of the ranch. George has 
been working at the ranch for nearly 40 years, having 
raised two sons and many, many ranch bred horses on 
this spectacular property!

They keep brood mares and horses for all riding 
abilities. Diana describes Tony, the mascot donkey they 
purchased at auction, as “a former drug runner.” 
During the guest season, from October through 
May, you’ll likely find both Diana and Rick at the 
ranch, doing whatever it takes to improve their guests’ 
experience, from leading rides to ordering food for 
their international clientele.

“This is the best horseback riding in southern Arizona. 
You can ride in all directions from the ranch and not 
see another soul. We have a lot of people who come 
back over and over again.”

In addition to riding, the ranch offers tennis, 
swimming and lawn games. Its 25 guest rooms are 
configured as cottages, suites and private rooms with 
baths. One thing you won’t find there is a TV.

“The Circle Z Ranch is a step back in time. Guests are 
amazed when they go out on a ride and don’t see any 
houses. You can truly be with nature. It’s very low key. 
People just come to eat good food, enjoy the horses 
and meet people from all over the world. Many guests 
become lifelong friends.

Our natural resources are slowly being gobbled up 
and there will be parts of the world like we see in 
Arizona that are very fragile and can’t take that kind of 
development. Having organizations like Arizona Land 
and Water Trust, that can come in and help protect 
vital resources, is very important for our world. We 
are lucky to have good working organizations that 
truly care, like Arizona Land and Water Trust. It’s 
time consuming work. It is a worthwhile endeavor to 
invest our time and foresight into keeping these places 
as they are.

To my mother-in-law’s credit, all that she’s put into 
this ranch is so that people can appreciate what she 
appreciated as a little girl. That’s the most selfless 
thing people can do for others, to do things not for 
the money but to share them with others. It’s pretty 
special.”

www.circlez.com

“Having organizations like Arizona Land and 
Water Trust, that can come in and help protect 
vital resources, is very important for our world”    
              –  Nash Family, owners of Circle Z Ranch

Rock outcrop, Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)
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DOUBLE CHECK RANCH, PAUL AND SARAH SCHWENNESEN 

Paul’s great grandfather arrived in Prescott in 1918, but 
it was Paul’s parents who were responsible for getting 
the family into full-time ranching. Paul’s emphasis is on 
217 acres along the San Pedro River between Mammoth 
and Winkelman, known as Double Check Ranch.  This 
operation, combined with the Schwennesen Family’s larger 
10,000-acre ranch in eastern Arizona, is the lynchpin of 
their family enterprise which has been producing grass-fed 
beef for the past 21 years. 

When Paul’s parents purchased another ranch ten 
years ago, Paul and his wife, Sarah, started leasing the 
remaining acreage on the original and stepped up 
production of their now-popular niche brand of grass-
fed beef. According to Paul, Double Check Ranch beef 
is now featured on menus at 18 Arizona restaurants 
and resorts and is sold by the pound at nine different 
farmers markets in Phoenix and Tucson. In fact, since 
officially taking over operations at Double Check 
Ranch eight years ago, Paul says their annual beef 
revenues have grown from $12,000 to more than half a 
million dollars last year. He predicts continued growth, 
citing growing demand for locally grown food. 

“There seems to be a paradigm shift or reversion in the chef 
world where there’s a newfound excitement over seasonal, 
local ingredients, bringing chefs back to their roots,” he 
explains. 

There are many good reasons to support local farmers 
and ranchers. Paul explains: “For me personally, the 
primary reason is a socio-cultural one. I would rather 
see 10,000 small, self-sufficient farms and ranches 
generating food than two or three humongous 
conglomerates. I’m a believer in diversity leading to 
stability. When things get too top heavy they risk 
toppling. When people own their own land and can 
fend for themselves, they are a little more jaundiced 
toward Big Government solutions and equally 
skeptical of large-scale corporate oligarchs. 

In this way markets function along ecological lines:  they 
are incredibly complex, fundamentally unmanageable 
systems. The best scientists don’t begin to truly understand 
local ecology much less global ecology. The same can be 
said of markets.  In the face of this broad complexity, it is 
far better to have lots of small land managers making their 

 Paul Schwennesen, Double Check Ranch (Paul Schwennesen)

Paul Schwennesen, Double Check Ranch

“There seems to be a 
paradigm shift or reversion 
in the chef world where 
there’s a new found 
excitement over seasonal, 
local ingredients, bringing 
chefs back to their roots”
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M Diamond Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

own, different decisions; it adds up ultimately to a healthier 
ecology vs. one centrally managed mistake.”

“Plus,” he adds, “it’s straight out and out more fun, I think, 
to interact with local farmers and ranchers who are raising 
food right next door than it is to go to Safeway and buy 
grapes from God-knows-where.  While there’s nothing 
wrong with that, and we clearly benefit from the low prices 
and variety gained from global trade and agriculture, we 
can’t overlook the thrill of interacting with home-grown 
food.”

While Paul refused to knock large-scale feedlot operations, 
on which our nation’s food supply depends, he concedes 
that grass-fed beef, in his opinion, has a “bigger, bolder, 
beefier flavor.” The taste difference, he says, is obvious and 
indisputable, while scientific claims that grass-fed beef is 
healthier are not so cut and dry. “There are competing 
studies and claims,” he says. “Most of the science points to 
grass-fed beef being leaner and higher in Omega 3s, but 
there is no clear case for ‘this is good and that is bad.’ There 
is a need for both.”

No doubt there is an aesthetic value at play, as well as the 
humane treatment value associated with grass-fed beef. 

Double Check Ranch, as far as Paul knows, is Arizona’s 
only grass-fed beef producer to have its own state-inspected 
meat packing plant. They do all their own slaughtering 
and packaging on-site, just yards from open pastures where 
cattle graze.

Double Check Ranch sources about half of its cattle from 
Paul’s parents, who operate a 10,000 ranch near the New 
Mexico border.

“We buy cattle that are mostly grown, 800 to 900 pounds, 
to finish on our irrigated pastures,” he explains. “The San 
Pedro is wet most of the time; maybe for two months 
a year it is dry, so water availability is a significantly less 
worrisome factor for us than say, my parents, who are 
100% beholden to the vagaries of weather. We have a 
more-or-less closed system. Every drop we sprinkle on 
the pasture comes from the river. We think it’s a net value 
added. We’re turning 40 acres of what would otherwise be 
hardpan decomposed granite into lush, perennial root-
based pastureland that reduces runoff and contributes 
resilience to the local riparian environment.”

In addition to cattle, Double Check Ranch is home to 
chickens, milk cows and retired horses. The near future, 

 Schwennesen Family (Paul Schwennesen)
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Paul says, may bring pasture raised pork and goats, courtesy 
of a family that has joined in the enterprise. Like a number 
of young ranching families, Paul’s own family does not 
presently live on-site full time since his children attend 
school in town. Instead, he commutes. After a five or 
six-year window, he and Sarah plan to live on the land full 
time.

Passion for the Land

Ranching is a personal passion for Paul, as much as it is 
his livelihood. Having grown up in Willcox, Paul and his 
brother were exposed to the agrarian life from a young age. 
Both spent about ten years away, getting their education, 
serving in the military and experiencing the world before 
returning to become Arizona ranchers themselves. “It 
wasn’t pushed or expected, but it was always open to us,” 
he explains. 

Paul chose ranching, he says, because it fuels his 
independent spirit. “I love the outdoors. I love being able 
to manage and alter resources on my own recognizance. I 
truly enjoy cattle themselves. They are a fun, interesting 
animal to utilize as land management tools and as a source 
of our livelihood.”

Double Check Ranch takes conservation seriously, too, 
aiming to leave the land in better condition than it was 
received. For the past few years, for example, Paul has 
been moving from a conventional crop planting pasture 
management model to a no-till savannah based perennial 
pasture. “What happens underground is more important 
than above,” Paul explains. “We’ve changed our root base 
from millimeters deep to meters deep because perennial 
root bases hold more soil,” he explains. The effect has been 
reduced labor input and a more stable, natural system. 

“We’re grazing intensively and managing for soils that are as 
deep rooted and organically rich as we can.”

As for the future of ranching in Arizona, Paul says, “interest 
and enthusiasm for local food is largely here to stay. Taste 
and aesthetic values are what make it a long term game. 
As it relates to my own kids, I believe they will be able to 
produce good, wholesome food in a low impact way for 
people who appreciate it.  That said, agrarians are going 

to have to expand their focus beyond the product to 
include the amenity value that the land holds; get creative 
about offering agri-tourism, conservation development, 
and ecotourism. People are increasingly willing to pay 
handsomely to live on pastureland with happy animals.” 
Guests can currently visit both Double Check Ranch and 
Cold Creek Ranch (www.ColdCreekRanch.org).

A few words from Paul Schwennesen about 
Arizona Land and Water Trust

“We’ve been in the extended ranching community for a 
long time.  A lot of the people on the Trust’s board, I’ve 
known since I was a kid. Over the last year, we’ve taken 
a more active role. We have a conservation easement on 
our ranch and we’re sort of interested to put one on our 
family’s large ranch on the New Mexico border. The Trust’s 
Desert Rivers Initiative is particularly interesting:  The 
program incentivizes land owners to retire their water use 
on a short-term contractual basis, to stop growing, say 
alfalfa, to return the water to the riparian water flow to 
sensitive areas. For me, coming from a limited government 
perspective, I was taken by the idea because it is a voluntary 
action funded by voluntarily donated money. Since we 
have an internal policy of refusing public subsidies, this 
privately financed program seemed a different ballgame. 
We’re in the midst of negotiations on that now; it would be 
fun if it came through.”

“I think what [the Trust] is doing, becoming a clearing 
house between private contributions and well intentioned 
land husbandry is exactly the right role. Continuing to do 
what they’re doing is just right.” 

www.doublecheckranch.com
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As the only water trust in Arizona, our Desert Rivers Program 
continues to lead the way in tailoring solutions for both farmers 
and ranchers and the environment as we protect Arizona’s streams 
and rivers. Through the use of short-term water lease agreements, 
we are addressing both the needs of local agricultural producers and 
the needs of river systems by compensating farmers and ranch-
ers who put water back instream to support healthy habitat and 
hydrologic function.

Launched in 2007 and modeled after successful water trusts in 
the Pacific Northwest, our Desert Rivers Program was established 
to restore desert streams and rivers in the Gila River Watershed, 
an expansive area covering two-thirds of Arizona and including 
the state’s two largest metropolitan areas, Tucson and Phoenix, in 
addition to numerous groundwater dependent rural communities 
along the Gila. With an estimated 35% of perennial streams in this 
region experiencing permanent de-watering or significant declines 
in flow due to drought and other stressors, communities that rely 
on these rivers continue to struggle.  Tributaries to the Gila include 
the Santa Cruz, San Pedro and Verde Rivers – each providing water 
resources for farmers and ranchers while also supporting critical 
wildlife habitat such as cottonwood and willow galleries.
With support from the Walton Family Foundation and our 

donors, our first short-term water lease agreement implemented in 
the fall of 2012, with a farmer on the Upper Gila River, has been 
renewed for a second year.  The agreement, addresses the landown-
er’s goal of both securing water for the environment and sustaining 
the farming operation. We are also expanding our education and 
outreach efforts for the Program in communities along both the 
Upper Gila and San Pedro Rivers through our Ranching into the 
Future workshops, in partnership with the University of Arizona 
Cooperative Extension. Through these efforts, we have identified 
additional landowners along both river systems who are interested 
in exploring short-term water lease agreements with the Trust.

Our partnerships with the University of Arizona Department of 
Hydrology and Water Resources and Ecosystem Economics, LLC 
allow us to measure both the hydrological and ecological effects of 
our water lease agreements on river systems. With their expertise in 
hydrologic systems and their monitoring tools, we are able to esti-
mate how much water is secured for the river and to detect changes 
in riparian habitat as a result of our agreements. 

To learn more about our Desert Rivers Program, please contact 
Sharma Hammond Torrens, Land & Water Program Manager, at 
shammond@alwt.org or (520) 577-8564.

San Pedro River (William Graham)
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Driving seven miles west of I-19 on Arivaca Road the 
morning after a heavy summer monsoon rain in southern 
Arizona, we cross a dozen wet washes and one border patrol 
station before arriving at Walking J Farm near Amado. 
Greeted by gobbling turkeys and lazy hogs grunting from 
their mud wallows, Jim McManus soon appears in his hat 
and boots.

Rains are a welcome sight for small production Arizona 
farmers like Jim, but they also mean there’s work to be done. 
In fact, there’s always work to be done.

This beautiful piece of ranchland, nestled in the watershed 
of the Santa Cruz Valley, 30 miles north of Mexico, has a 
rich history that predates Arizona statehood. Homesteaded 
by the Bustamante Family in the late 19th century, it’s the 
site of the original Sopori School, where so many pioneer 
Arizona kids received their early educations. 

Jim and his wife, Tina Bartsch, acquired Walking J Farm 
five years ago in an even trade transaction for their San 
Rafael Valley ranch. Ranching is not new to either of them. 
Jim’s grandparents were farmers and ranchers in what is 
now Scottsdale and Springerville. He grew up near Owl’s 

Head Ranch on the northern slope of the Tortolitas and 
he’s been working ranches since his teens, receiving all of 
his knowledge and training on the job. Tina hails from a 
farming family in Canada’s Saskatchewan province. The 
young couple is content to raise their son and daughter, ages 
seven and nine, on their Arizona farm.

“They have a real good understanding of where food comes 
from,” Jim says. “When we were raising broiler chickens, we 
were butchering 150 every other week. They would pluck 
feathers. Now that they’re getting older, they’ll get to do 
more with me on horseback.”

With 72 acres of silty, clay loam three feet deep over alluvial 
sand and gravel, plus another 30 acres leased from the 
Santa Lucia Ranch to the west (protected by the Trust 
and Rowley family in a partnership with Pima County 
in 2005), Walking J Farm today produces pastured pork, 
poultry and beef cattle, relying solely on rain and well 
water for irrigation. One hand-dug well dates from the 
Old Bustamante Homestead in 1897. With a constant 
eye on retaining moisture, improving soil conditions and 
expanding his operation, Jim aims to do more catchment 
and build a reservoir in the future. Working this “fledgling” 

WALKING J FARM, JIM MCMANUS AND TINA BARTSCH

Walking J Farm (Tina Bartsch)
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farm, he’s mastering new ways every day to improve efficiency 
and infrastructure. With three bulls and 30 mother cows, he 
maintains 35-40 yearlings and 35-40 two-year old calves, 
sending four to six animals to Tucson every eight weeks to the 
University of Arizona meat processing facility.

Walking J Farm also produces a wide variety of seasonal 
vegetables, most of which are direct marketed. Currently being 
harvested for about 50 Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) customers are summer squashes, including black and 
gray zucchini and patty pan, to name a few; 15 varieties of 
Heirloom tomatoes; five  varieties of onions and garlic; six types 
of basil; chili peppers and more. Changing seasons will bring 
cucumbers, melons, green beans, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, 
cabbage, lettuce, spinach, kale, swiss chard, winter squash and 
others. Each week, CSA member families receive deliveries of 
six to 12 crops, picked at their peak by Jim and his small crew. 
Walking J Farm also sells products on line, at farmer’s markets, 
to local chefs and at its own farm stand.

Jim says he has seen a lot of changes in Arizona ranching and 
farming over the past 25 or 30 years. He believes Arizona 
ranchers are doing a good job, in general, as stewards of the land. 

“Our goals are in line with conservationists,” he says. At the same 
time, he says a majority of Arizona farmers have a ways to go. 
Mono-culture farms still dominate the cultivated landscape of 
western Arizona from Phoenix and Casa Grande to Gila Bend 
and Yuma. Jim’s preferred style of “poly-culture” farming is 
proving to be both sustainable and profitable and he hopes it 
will become a model for future generations of Arizona farmers 
as water becomes even more scarce.

Walking through Jim’s farm, there is a valuable education for a 
city slicker. Jim introduces us to goats, hogs and a two-month 
old calf that will someday be a mother cow. The cattle herd 
is grazing out of sight and he explains how rotational grazing 
of all the animals and poultry has been slowly improving the 
soil. Foraging hens spread out cow pies, which, in turn, helps 
metabolize nitrates. They also eat larval bugs and help arrest 
parasite cycles. We are shown his new packing shed under 
construction and his hoop house bursting with green produce. 
Funding for the hoop house was made possible with help from 
the USDA - National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
one of many resources available for farmers today. Unfortunately, 
as he points out, small farming operations are somewhat 

Walking J Farm (Tina Bartsch)

Walking J Farm (Tina Bartsch)
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challenged to  find the time to navigate the  associated paperwork 
when there’s always a fence to mend or a new crop that needs to 
be harvested or sold.

Further along on our muddy walk, he explains how a 
compost pile will help improve the nutrient content of the 
farm’s soil and how letting plants go to flower can attract 
desired insects and repel other pests. He points to squash 
plants blossoming in the shade of giant mesquite trees and 
many other examples of symbiotic relationships that help 
create better soil organics. The health of the soil, he explains, 
is the foundation of the health of his animals and plants.

“Preserving open space with agriculture and good stewardship, 
when things are done right – soil quality and water retention 
– has ripple effects that everyone can appreciate,” Jim explains. 
“Vibrant wildlife and plant community habitats create a system 
for environmental health and producing healthy food helps 
to mitigate the costs of ill health.” It is precisely this sort of 
education that Jim hopes to continue to share with visitors 
to Walking J Farm as well as with other Arizona farmers and 
ranchers. He hopes to begin to document some of his successes 
with the help of scientists or interns so that he can prove to 
mono crop farmers that diversifying their enterprises can be a 
good business model.

Last summer Jim contributed his expertise as a speaker at 
‘Tucson Meat Yourself ’, a forum, co-sponsored by the Trust, 
along with Pima County, University of Arizona Kellogg 
Program and the Pima County Food Systems Alliance. The 
goal of the meeting was to connect land stewards, ranchers and 
farmers, and other supporters of locally grown food (including 
owners of local restaurants) to discuss the future of food security 
in southern Arizona.

Arizona Land and Water Trust is proud to help small production 
farmers and ranchers like Jim and Tina grow and sustain their 
operations by protecting resources like the Santa Lucia Ranch, 
facilitating connections with other landowners and providing 
land and water protection options.

www.walkingjfarm.com
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Arizona Land and Water Trust has partnered with 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to expand 
protected areas within Ironwood Forest National 
Monument. Utilizing funds provided by the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), the Trust engaged 
the owners of two private in-holdings to permanently 
incorporate an additional 356 acres into the Monument. 
The Monument has been designated one of the highest 
national priority conservation areas for LWCF.

The majority of these newly protected acres are located 
within the Waterman Mountains, found just south of 
Avra Valley Road. Home to Ironwood trees reaching 
over 800 years in age, the property provides steep, rocky 
slope habitat for desert bighorn sheep, the last endemic 
population in the Tucson basin, and the endangered 
Nichol Turk’s head cactus. The second property, located 
off of Silverbell Road and containing abundant Sonoran 

Desert vegetation, will also help provide a beneficial 
interface between the public and the BLM.

“The Ironwood acquisitions are a fine example of 
how Arizona Land and Water Trust can leverage 
Federal programs for our benefit.  Having directed 
the creation of Ironwood National Monument 
by President Clinton, I am especially grateful for 
ALWT’s role in protecting this region,“ says Bruce 
Babbitt, Former U.S. Secretary of the Interior and 
Arizona Governor.

“The two recently completed property purchases within 
the Ironwood Forest National Monument had been 
national priority BLM acquisitions for quite some time.  
The BLM is grateful to the Arizona Land and Water 
Trust for their support and diligent efforts in acquiring 
these lands, resulting in the permanent protection of the 

IRONWOOD FOREST NATIONAL MONUMENT – 356 ACRES 
WITHIN THE MONUMENT PROTECTED IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
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National Monument and open space values.” says Mike 
Werner, Arizona Land Tenure Program Lead with the 
BLM.

Created by Congress in 1965, LWCF was a bipartisan 
commitment to safeguard natural areas, water resources, 
our cultural heritage, and to provide recreation 
opportunities. With funding provided from offshore 
oil and gas receipt revenues, LWCF was designed to 
support conservation of our land and water. The LWCF 
program has permanently protected nearly five million 
acres of public lands including some of the country’s  
most treasured assets such as Grand Canyon National 
Park, the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, the White 
Mountain National Forest, and Pelican Island National 
Wildlife Refuge, the nation’s first federal refuge.

Robert Frost and Stewart Udall in 1962

“Few of us can hope to leave a poem or a work of art to posterity; but 
working together or apart, we can yet save meadows, marshes, strips 

of seashore, and stream valleys as a green legacy for the centuries.” 
Stewart Udall

In 1960 Robert Frost arrived in Tucson by train to read at the 
dedication of the new Poetry Center at the University of Arizona 
on November 17. Ruth Stephan presided at the dedication with 
Arizona Congressman Stewart Udall and University President 
Richard Harvill. During this historic visit, Congressman Udall 
asked Frost to consider reading at the upcoming inauguration of 
John F. Kennedy.                               
                                                                                          poetry.arizona.edu

Ironwood Forest National Monument (Art Brown)
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Field Trips

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

9.
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1. Guests are led on a Canoa Ranch tour by 
Robert Vaughn of  Pima County Natural 
Resources, Parks and Recreation

2. Guests enjoy a ranch-style picnic, 
Triangle Bar Ranch

3. Guests carpool deep into the Ranch to 
view the natural Putnam Spring first 
hand, Triangle Bar Ranch

4. Field trip guests observe hundreds of 
sandhill cranes along the Whitewater 
Draw IV

5. Guests get up close and personal to 
alpacas at Square Top Ranch

6. Field trip guests explore Canoa Ranch

7. Guests are led on a Canoa Ranch tour by 
Robert Vaughn of Pima County Natural 
Resources, Parks and Recreation

8. Field trip attendees hear from Triangle 
Bar Ranch landowner John Smith down 
by the San Pedro River

9. Field Trip guests hear from Sandhill 
Farm owner Blanton Belk and Trust 
Director Dennis Moroney during picnic 
lunch

10. Hike into the cienega, Babacomari 
Ranch

11. Visitors gather at Babacomari Ranch 
house

12. Guests explore Canoa Ranch

13. Hard to beat bird watching along the 
San Pedro River

7.

11.

10.

12.

13.

8.
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Board 
Diana Freshwater, President
Ben Brophy, Vice President
Britton Simmons, Treasurer
Chuck Pettis, Secretary
Laura Brown 
Les Corey
Fred Frelinghuysen
Jeff  Hampton, President Emeritus
Charlotte Hanson
Julie Holding
Fritz Jandrey
Pat Lopez, III
Fred McGee
Dennis Moroney
Karen Riggs
Bill Roe
Bill Shaw
Ian Tomlinson

Sharma Hammond Torrens 
Land & Water Program Manager

THE TRUST’S STAFF

David Barnes
Denise Barnes
John Brady
Jason DeLeeuw
David Freshwater

Norm Gerlich
John Gray
Buck Hampton
Grant Hampton
Mary Huerstel

Steve Hunter
June Hussey
Laura Kennedy
Will Murray

Thank you to these partners who give generously of  their 
considerable talents:

Jessica Fraver  
Land & Water Program Project Assistant 
Stewardship Manager

Liz Petterson  
Executive Director

Scott Wilbor
Conservation Intern

San Francisco River, tributary of  the Gila River (Sharma Hammond Torrens)
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Cienega Creek, Circle Z Ranch (Jessica Fraver)
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Arizona Land And Water Trust 
3127 N. Cherry Ave. 
Tucson, Az 85719 
Phone: 520.577.8564
Fax: 520.577.8574
www.alwt.org
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