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Protecting the FUTURE by preserving our land and water TODAY.

The Trust is committed to protecting southern  
Arizona’s western landscapes, its heritage of  

working farms and ranches, wildlife habitat and 
the water resources that sustain them.

(James Gordon)

WATER
LAND
ARIZONA

T R U S T

AND

ARIZONA LAND AND WATER TRUST 
EARNS NATIONAL RECOGNITION

The Arizona Land and Water Trust is proud to 
announce that we have been awarded accreditation 
by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. The 

Trust is one of only 230 national land trusts to 
receive this award since the fall of 2008. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

Driving home recently I heard on National Public Radio that water levels in the Colorado 
River are not just at their 100 year low. Tree ring data show that they are most likely at 
their 1,200 year low. The Colorado provides water to 35 million people in six states and 
the vast majority of Arizonans rely on it and its tributaries for water. We have surely arrived 
at an historical point of passage. If history is our guide, we must be proactive and turn to 
ways of life that are sustainable. As much as this news of water levels of the Colorado River 
is momentous, it is also something that together we can work to change. 

Over the last 35 years, the Arizona Land and Water Trust and you, our most important 
partners, have been creating change on issues of water, land and wildlife. We have been 
steadily building toward the land use and water use solutions that will make a real difference. 
This is something to celebrate, even as we roll up our sleeves to continue our work. 

And so it is with great pleasure that we bring you this Annual Report commemorating the 
Trust’s 35th year of land and water conservation. We are pleased to share both our history of 
conservation successes and the stories of two families who realized their dreams of protecting 
their ranches in perpetuity. Neither would have been possible without your partnership 
and your faith that with each acre we protect, and every drop of water we return to the 
stream, we are impacting lives, creating solutions, and forging a path to a more sustainable 
future. By keeping large working landscapes intact we are securing the resources, skills and 
infrastructure that allow us to recharge our own groundwater, grow our own food, protect 
our cultural resources, and save the fragile habitats that sustain our world class biodiversity. 
Thank you for all that you bring to this partnership. 

      With gratitude, 

      With gratitude,
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“At its core, the Trust’s formula for success is 

inspiring a vision to protect
what is unique and life giving in a place,

and then successfully engaging
the people closest to the land who truly 

understand what is at stake and who have

the courage to protect it.” 
 

Les Corey, Director

 (ThinkStock)
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ARIZONA LAND AND WATER 
TRUST - HELPING TO SUSTAIN 
OUR RESOURCES, CULTURE AND 
QUALITY OF LIFE INTO THE 
FUTURE 

Arizona has a long history of  land and water 
conservation, and as we celebrate the Trust’s 35th year  
protecting over 40,000 acres, the numerous community 
benefits resulting from conservation are becoming all 
too evident and reach far beyond protecting ecosystems 
and watersheds: availability of  locally grown food, food 
security, strong rural economies, healthier families, 
protection of  fragile cultural resources, safe air quality 
and groundwater recharge areas, just to name a few.  
Together, these benefits help create a higher quality of  
life for all of  us, residents and visitors alike.

(iStock.com)

 (ThinkStock)

 (ThinkStock)
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Launched in 2007, the Arizona Land and Water Trust’s 
Desert Rivers Program was established to protect and 
restore desert rivers in the Gila River Watershed.  Covering 
two-thirds of Arizona, the Watershed encompasses both 
Tucson and Phoenix, as well as numerous groundwater 
dependent rural communities along the River. Tributaries 
to the Gila include the Santa Cruz, San Pedro and Verde 
Rivers – each providing water resources for farmers and 
ranchers while also supporting cottonwood and willow 
galleries, home to a spectacular array of wildlife.

In the fall of 2012, with support from The Walton Family 
Foundation, Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, 
and our supporters, the Trust implemented Arizona’s 
first short-term water use agreement pilot project with 
a landowner along the Upper Gila River in Greenlee 
County. Addressing the landowner’s goal of both securing 
water for the environment and sustaining the ranching 
and farming operation, the agreement will compensate 
the rancher for voluntarily keeping water instream by 
fallowing fields. The arrangement benefits both the 
rancher and the river system by making water available to 
the river and the intact riparian system.  

In celebration of  the Trust’s 35th anniversary,
we’ll highlight some of  places that, working 
together, we’ve been able to protect. Thank you!
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Sandhill Farm,
Whitewater Draw

1000 acres
Cochise County

35
YEARS

 Sandhill Cranes (Glenn Seplak)

Creek Trail, Aravaipa 2010 (pinkgranite)

DESERT RIVERS PROGRAM

35
YEARS
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With rising community interest in farmers 
markets, locally grown food, and food 
security there is a growing focus on local 
agriculture.  At the same time the number of  
acres being farmed in Arizona is decreasing 
at an alarming rate.  Arizona Land and Water 
Trust’s ability to bring myriad resources to 
land and water conservation is helping family 
farmers and ranchers sustain their operations 
so we can all benefit from our local food system.
• Arizona lost thirty-five percent of  prime farmland between 1982 

and 2007.1

• Sales of  local foods have skyrocketed along with the popularity of  
farmers markets. In 2005, local food sales totaled about $1 billion 
across the nation. Last year, according to industry estimates, sales 
of  local foods totaled nearly $7 billion.2

• Families with access to farmers markets ate, on average, 1.4 more 
servings of  fruits and vegetables than families who were shopping 
at supermarkets.3 

1. (Nabhan, Gary Paul, and Regina Fitzsimmons, eds. State of  Southwestern Foodsheds.  
Tucson, AZ:  Sabores Sin Fronteras, 2011.  Print. 2. (United States Department of  
Agriculture.  “Secretary’s Column:  Celebrating America’s Farmers Markets.”   National 
Agricultural Marketing Service, 2013.  Web.  9 August 2013 http://blogs.usda.
gov/2013/08/09/secretarys-column-celebrating-americas-farmers-markets. 3. (American 
Journal of  Public Health.  “Effect of  a Targeted Subsidy on Intake of  Fruits and 
Vegetables Among Low-Income Women in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children” American Public Health Association, 2007.  Web. 22 
March 2007 http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2005.079418.

TRUST THE FACTS

(iStockphoto.com)

(iStockphoto.com)

Trust field trip to Harris Heritage Growers (Jessica Fraver) The native squash bee (Peponapis pruinosa) (David M. Stone)
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Edgar Canyon, Arizona (Jessica Fraver, Arizona Land and Water Trust)“We must work to protect the most secure irrigable lands in our foodsheds and find ways to 
raise the value of  place-based local foods to ensure long-term food and water security.”
     Gary Paul Nabhan, Co-Founder of Sabores Sin Fronteras and a
     Research Scientist with the Southwest Center at the University of Arizona.

Lazy J2 Ranch
952 acres

San Raphael 
Valley
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Clyne Ranch
880 acres
Sonoita

P
L

A
C

E
S

pr
ot

ec
te

d

35
YEARS

35
YEARS

(Jessica Farver)

(Liz Petterson)
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A lifelong Arizona farmer, John Smith knows a thing or 
two about water rights, having served for many years 
on various water agencies and boards to enable Arizona 
and its landholders to receive their rightful share. 
Abundant water was one of the things that attracted the 
Smith’s to purchase Triangle Bar Ranch in 1972. and 
perhaps, the romantic notion that ranching would be 
fun. He laughs, “Ranch life is a good way to live, not a 
good way to make a living.”

Sit down with the plain spoken octogenarian to talk 
about his Triangle Bar Ranch today and you’ll hear 
plenty about water. Eight miles of the San Pedro 
River’s perennial flow provide the ranch with some 
of the oldest water rights in the territory, dating back 
to the 1880’s. You’ll also hear about the early settlers 
who traversed this land by stagecoach on the “road” 
between Benson and Globe, stopping every 10-12 
miles along the west bank of the river to water their 
horses and rest. With Apache warriors on the loose, 
those were dangerous times. He wasn’t there, of course, 
but John can tell you about the Apache wars and the 
Camp Grant Peace Accord that ended the bloodshed 

in this area. Negotiated by Generals O.O. Howard and 
George  Crook, it took place within the boundaries of 
what is now the Triangle Bar Ranch. A conversation 
with John is, indeed, like walking into a chapter of 
John Springs’ Arizona, one of his favorite history books. 
You never want it to end. He also recommends “On the 
Border with Crook” by John G. Bourke.

But this isn’t a story about John Smith. That’s a 
promise he insisted on for this interview. Rather it’s 
a story about the modern history of the Triangle 
Bar Ranch, how it came into his possession and how 
Arizona Land and Water Trust helped the Smith Family 
leave the entire ranch and its precious resources in good 
hands for the future. 

Primarily a farmer of cotton, grain and pecans in Pinal 
County, John says he got into ranching “very foolishly. 
I didn’t know anything about cattle ranches at the time.” 
Hollywood had filled his imagination with scenes of 
John Wayne standing belly high in grass, which must 
have been an appealing sight compared to that of the 
feed lot he owned at the time. He discovered that 

“If it were not for Liz 
and the Arizona Land 
and Water Trust, I 
would have pulled out of 
this deal long ago.” 

TRIANGLE BAR RANCH, SAN PEDRO RIVER – 1,000 ACRES 
PROTECTED

 San Pedro River (Jessica Fraver)
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idyllic scene, minus the Duke, on 37 thousand acres, 
including state leases, located on the eastern side of the 
Willow Springs Ranch. They were being offered for sale 
by owners, M.O. and Starr Simpson. According to John, 
M.O. was a wealthy industrialist from back east and “a 
finer man never lived.” Barry Freeman, a range expert 
from the University of Arizona, gave the Ranch high 
marks and John proceeded to make the purchase. 

John and his wife, Mary Lou, have spent a lot of time 
on the ranch these past 41 years, even though they call 
Maricopa home. Their six kids spent their summers 
growing up there, working the land and cattle. All of 
them went into agriculture. Tragically, the one son whom 
John believes would have enjoyed running the ranch 
passed away. John and Mary Lou’s 22 grandchildren, 
now in and out of college, are discovering their own 
professional paths. 

One day, he doesn’t know when, John says he came to 
the realization that he would someday be too old to run 
the ranch. He knew he could sell it for the water rights, 
but then he also knew the land would ultimately be 
subdivided. The family didn’t want that. They love the 
ranch just as it is. “So we decided we wanted it to stay 
like it is, if possible,” he said. However, to make this 
dream come true would take more effort than anyone 
imagined. Fortunately, Arizona Land and Water Trust 
was there to help.  

Deeding it to an environmental group was not an 
option John and Mary Lou ever considered. He 
explains, “When environmentalists take something, 
they say ‘This is for us.’ They fence it in, put a lock 
on it. What’s the point in preserving something if no 
one knows what you’re preserving?”

What exactly is worth preserving at Triangle Bar 
Ranch? Together with the 36,000-acre state grazing 
lease, is a vital wildlife habitat, attracting birders 
and hikers along with endangered species like the 
Southwestern willow flycatcher and loach minnow, and 
other native fish species like the Gila topminnow and 
Gila chub. Cool, clear waters and deciduous trees also 
make it ideal beaver habitat.

SPECIES HABITAT PRESERVED: 

Willow Flycatchera (Kelly Colgan Azar)

Western yellow-billed cuckoo (USFWS)

Gila topminnow (Brian Gratwicke)

With ideal cottonwood-willow riparian forest and vital 
sources of  water, protection of  the Triangle Bar Ranch 
helps to provide much needed habitat for both the 
endangered Southwestern willow flycatcher and Loach 
minnow, along with the Western yellow-billed cuckoo, 
currently a candidate species for federal listing due to 
diminishing numbers.
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After much thought, John and Mary Lou decided they 
would like Arizona Game and Fish Department to be 
the owners and caretakers of the land. They had gotten 
to know the game ranger, John Windes, and they 
trusted in the department’s stewardship of the land’s 
rich resources. Importantly also, they knew public 
access would not be denied. 

Next they teamed up with the folks at Arizona Land 
and Water Trust to help negotiate the highly complex 
deal. It took six long years but on December 21, 2012, 
tenacity, patience and hard work paid off. Using state 
lottery proceeds and federal funds for the protection 
of endangered species, the state completed its purchase 
and the citizens of Arizona received a priceless gift, a 
new state wildlife area. The Triangle Bar Ranch was 
saved. John, Mary Lou and all the Smith Family 
couldn’t have been happier. They get to continue their 
ranch work there as long as they like.

“If it were not for Liz [Petterson] and the Arizona Land 
and Water Trust, I would have pulled out of this deal 
long ago,” John states. “I don’t know how they hung in 
there. Liz is just a soldier. If you can put up with both 
me and Game and Fish, you must be a saint.”

Sometimes the best solutions take time. Always, they 
take cooperation and a singular focus on a common 
goal. Arizona Land and Water Trust brings together 
partners in conservation and remains focused on the 
end product. The Trust can’t do it alone. Without the 
conscientious farmers and ranchers like John and Mary 
Lou Smith who keep these important places intact, 
conserving Arizona’s most significant and precious 
natural resources would be only a dream.

“The Trust is committed to win/win outcomes. 
The Triangle Bar Ranch project is a perfect 
example of that and also speaks to our ability to 
form trusted relationships like those with John 
and Mary Lou Smith and the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department”
 – Jeff Hampton, President Emeritus Triangle Bar Ranch (Jessica Fraver)

Putnam Spring  (Jessica Fraver)

Perfect Morning Light (pinkgranite)
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Located north of Redington on the northeastern 
slope of the Santa Catalina Mountains, the M 
Diamond Ranch is a an hour drive from Tucson 
via Route 77 through San Manuel and follow 
the San Pedro River south on a dirt road for the 
last 13 miles. As remote as it may seem today to 
a city slicker, in the early days of M Diamond 
Ranch the journey to town took a heck of a lot 
longer – three whole days, in fact, if you were 
driving a herd of cattle over Redington Pass on 
horseback.

Life was always good but never easy on the M 
Diamond Ranch and not a whole lot has changed in 
100 years, if you don’t count roads, electricity and 
telephones. From the San Pedro River to the base of 
the mountains, this vast land along with its modest 
compound of buildings has been in the hands of 
one pioneer Tucson family all that time. One hot 
day in June of 2013, current owners, Lois and Jack 
Kelly, along with their daughters Carol and Lavita, 
sat down at their family home and headquarters on 
the River to reflect on ranch life.  

Part of the original Bayless Ranch, M Diamond 
was homesteaded by Lois’ parents, Floyd Bingham 
(1897-1979) – a Bayless’ cowboy – and   Lavita 
Nelson Bingham (1897-1991). Lois pulls out 
the newspaper clipping documenting the time 
her father bushwhacked his way over Redington 
Pass to Tucson in his Model T Ford in order to 
prove it could be done.  He had driven cattle 
through the pass to market so many times, he 
knew the way blind.  He did it to convince Pima 
County Supervisors that a public road should be 
built. His plan worked. The stunt led to the 1932 
construction of the Redington – Tucson Road, 
which exists to this day. The improvement brought 
civilization a whole lot closer to all the ranch 
families of the San Pedro River Valley. 

Lois was one of Floyd and Lavita’s seven children raised 
on the ranch – the first in the family to be born in 
a hospital. Three of Lois’ older siblings died during 
childbirth. Such hardships and heartaches were common 
for early 20th century settlers on the western frontier. 
Survival meant living almost entirely off the land.

It was Lois’ idea to sell 
the family ranch to Pima 
County. Lois and Jack 
would not allow their 
only legacy to be a heavy 
tax burden.

M DIAMOND RANCH, SANTA CATALINA MOUNTAINS – 
624 ACRES PROTECTED

M Diamond Ranch (Jessica Fraver)
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As a young girl, Lois met Jack one day at nearby 
Bellota Ranch, where Jack’s dad was foreman. Lois was 
there visiting her brother who was working there, too. 
When Jack walked in and asked to borrow a pencil, he 
laid eyes on Lois but no words were exchanged. As Jack 
tells it, a gleam in his eye, “I went home and said ‘I just 
met the girl I’m gonna marry.’” A courtship ensued on 
the old hay baling machine as the young couple teamed 
up to thread the wire to bale the hay.

Ranch life was in their blood and when the couple 
married, Lois’ dad sold them 100 acres of his land 
to ranch and farm for themselves. In addition 
to racing quarter horses and helping Floyd with 
the cattle, they raised dairy calves to sell. It was 
exhausting work and never done. 

Lois and Jack were blessed with two boys and four girls. 
Carol and Lavita talk about going to school in nearby 
San Manuel, when copper mining was in its heyday. It 
was a bustling town then with a high school graduating 
class of as many as 200. They didn’t have telephone 
service at the ranch until the late ‘70s, so when boys 
came calling in person all the way from town, the Kelly 
girls knew they meant business. 

To support his family, Jack supplemented ranch income 
by working in the mines, returning home each day 
after his eight-hour mine shift to do ranch chores. “I 
still remember that horrible, dank smell,” said Carol, 
describing her dad’s clothing after a mine shift. “We 
could never eat the chewing gum he kept in his pocket 
because of that smell,” added Lavita.

Jack Kelly on the Ranch (Jessica Fraver)



13 An oasis in the Sonoran Desert, Altar Valley, Arizona. (David Putnam)

High Haven Ranch (Jessica Fraver, ALWT)

(Inset Top) Rudy Barchas; 
(Inset Center) Rudy Barchas;

(Inset Bottom) Jim Rorabaugh, U.S.FW. Service

Lois contributed by making clothes, quilts and candy 
suckers to sell at Fort Huachuca.  Times were always 
tough, but they would get even tougher as the years went 
by. “They worked so hard and sacrificed so much in order 
to stay here all these years,” Carol said. When the first of 
their 29 grandkids came around, the Bingham Cienega 
was running and watercress grew wild. The grandkids 
would play Tarzan on the saplings and come back covered 
in dark mud. Forty-nine great grandkids later, the 
Cienega has been dried up for 10 years. The drought has 
been tough on ranchers and as if that’s not enough, Jack 
explains, ranching today is over regulated and ranchers 
are being taxed right out of business.

It was Lois’ idea to sell the family ranch to Pima County. 
The idea came to her shortly after the property tax bill 
arrived in the mail last year. As the bill revealed, if their 
lands were not used for agricultural purposes, their tax 
rate would spike off the charts. It was a heart-wrenching 
decision but the whole family agreed; the workload was 
becoming too much to ensure its ongoing agricultural 
use. Lois and Jack would not allow their legacy to be a 
heavy tax burden.

Having been introduced to Arizona Land and Water 
Trust by its longtime board member Chuck Pettis, Lois 
and Jack asked the Trust to help them work out a deal 
with the County. In less than a year, it was done. The 
sale of the ranch to Pima County in December, 2012 
permanently protects 624 acres of deeded land plus 
7,800 acres of state grazing lease lands while allowing 
Jack and Lois to live out their final years as they wish on 
the ranch under a life estate.

Jack won’t say exactly how many head of cattle once 
roamed the M Diamond Ranch, as no cattleman ever 
would, however, the last of the cows are gone now, save 
for a few. With estate planning behind them, Jack stays 
busy with his fish pond, harvesting  fruit in his orchard 
and growing tomatoes, chilies, squash and cucumbers 
in his garden. Just past the main house, old tractors rust 
like relics of a pioneer museum, while just inside the  
screened porch door, a cardboard box full of baby chicks 
heralds a new generation of egg-laying hens and the 
assurance that life will go on at M Diamond Ranch.

Parents of Lois Kelly, Homesteaders, the Binghams (June Hussey)

Jack Kelly on the Ranch (June Hussey)

Jack and Lois Kelly (June Hussey)
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Edgar Canyon, Arizona (Jessica Fraver, Arizona Land and Water Trust)The following pages are a tribute to all of our partners – some of whom are pictured at Trust events 
over the years.  Our partnerships with agencies, donors, educators, landowners, passionate citizens, 

corporations, foundations and conservation organizations have led to a tremendous amount of 
conservation work and good will in the communities we serve.  Thank you again.
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Cochie Canyon
290 Acres

Tortoliata Mnts.,
outside Tucson
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Rancho Seco
Santa Lucia
9,574 acres

Pima County

35
YEARS

35
YEARS

(Randy Prentice)

(Liz Petterson)
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The Trust and 
Pima County 
celebrate the 
protection of  

Robles Pass, the 
largest single 

addition to Tucson 
Mountain Park 
since the Park’s 

inception in 1928.

Arizona Land and 
Water Trust and Pima 
County celebrate the 
protection of  Rancho 
Seco and Santa Lucia 

– the largest single 
private conservation 
acquisition in Pima 

County’s history.

1) Lloyd and Sara Perper, Directors Tom Vincent and Gayle Hartman, and Mark Gordon enjoy the Trust’s first “Friends of  the Trust” event in 
2002 to celebrate the protection of  Robles Pass;  2) Director Pat Lopez and Patsy Waterfall;  3) Robles Pass;  4) Pima County Supervisor Richard 
Elias (David Freshwater);  5) Lloyd Perper and Michael Berard, 2006 (Pima County);  6) Beth Woodin, Bill Shaw and Larry Marshall at the Trust’s 
Sabino Creek event, 2003 (David Freshwater);  7) Santa Lucia and Rancho Seco (Randy Prentice);  8) Director Charlotte Hanson hosts a Sonoita house 
party in 2005 (David Freshwater);  9) Director Bill Roe with Louise Robbins, 2007 (Dan Moxley);  10)  David Freshwater at the Trust’s 2005 event 
at Santa Lucia;  11)  Rancher Peggy Rowley at Santa Lucia;  12)  BBQ at Santa Lucia (David Barnes);  13) Directors Jeff  Hampton and Les Corey, 
Sonoita, 2005 (David Freshwater);  14) Gathering at Santa Lucia, 2005 (David Barnes)

1

2

3

456
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8

910
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The Trust works 
with Pima County 
to expand Tucson 

Mountain Park with 
the addition of  six 

key open space 
properties.

Partners Pima 
County and the 
Trust protect 
Sopori, High 

Haven, Empirita, 
Sands and Clyne 
Ranches, putting 

12,755 acres 
of  Class A 

grassland into 
conservation. 

1)  Archaeologist and Director Henry Wallace talks about Los Morteros during the Trust’s 2007 Spring Land Tour (Dan Moxley);  2) Rancher 
Reese Woodling at Tumamoc Hill, 2007;  3) Pima County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry, shares County plans to protect Tumamoc Hill, 2007 
(Liz Petterson);  4)  Santa Cruz County Farm and Ranch Tour guests and friend, 2012 (Jessica Fraver);  5) 2007 Land Tour guests hear County Parks 
staff  talk about new Tucson Mountains trails and open space (Francine Merryman); 6) Janet and Frank Marcus visit with landowner partner Holly 
Lachowicz at the home of  Director Charlotte Hanson, 2009;  7) Dr. Lorraine Mackstaller, Norm Gerlich, Carole and Clark Lambert, and Director 
Chuck Pettis, 2009 (Dan Moxley);  8) Cottonwood tree and pasture at Sopori Ranch (Joseph Belfiore);  9) Rancher Sarah Barchas talks with the guests 
about her life on the High Haven ranch and her passion for conservation, 2009 (Bob Lake);  10) Rancher Doc Clyne and Tom Rolston show Pima 
County and Trust staff  around Clyne and Sands Ranches, 2008 (Liz Petterson)

1 2

345

6 7

910
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The Trust and 
Pima County 
celebrate the 

protection and 
restoration of  the 

historic Canoa 
Ranch in Green 

Valley using 
voter-approved 
conservation 

bonds.

1) John Sullivan visits with Bud Bercich at the Trust’s 2010 Friends of  the Trust event at Canoa Ranch;  2) Field Trip to Square Top Ranch, Santa Cruz County, 
2012;  3)  Congressman Raul Grijalva gives County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry the Trust’s “Partners in Conservation” award at Canoa Ranch, 2010 (Jessica 
Fraver);  4) Guests at High Haven Ranch Picnic, 2009 (Aaron Citron);  5) Director’s Council members Julie Gordon, Patsy Waterfall and Reyn Voevodsky and 
Executive Director Diana Freshwater at the Trust’s 2009 Saguaro Circle event (Dan Moxley);  6) Guest George Binney shows off  a pepper, Santa Cruz County 
Farm and Ranch Tour, 2012;  7) President Alex Hobson and Executive Director Liz Petterson give Arizona Game and Fish Director Larry Voyles the Trust’s 
partnership award for the protection of  Triangle Bar Ranch (see story);  8)  Executive Director Liz Petterson visits with a farm resident, Santa Cruz County 
Farm and Ranch Tour, 2012 (Jessica Fraver);  9) Cocoraque Butte field trip, 2012 (David Freshwater);  10) Rancher Jack Kelly and his daughter Carol Trejo tour the 
M Diamond with Trust and Pima County staff  (see story) (Jessica Fraver);  11) Guests at the Trust’s 2013 Saguaro Circle event at the Tanque Verde Guest Ranch 
enjoy Scott Baxter’s presentation of  “100 Years 100 Ranchers” (Jessica Fraver)

The Trust 
commemorates 

the protection of  
1,624 acres of  key 
habitat and water 
rights along the 
San Pedro River 

with partners 
Arizona Game and 

Fish and Pima 
County.
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED!
• Attend a field trip – Join us as we tour properties 

we have helped protect, visit onsite with producers 
of  locally grown food and fiber, or view Arizona 
wildlife with guidance from expert naturalists!  

• Donate to our Land and Water Fund – Support our 
fund to permanently protect priority lands and waters. 
The Fund allows us to secure places immediately at-
risk while working to bring outside funds to complete 
the project.  The Fund will be a primary resource as we 
fulfill our mission into the future.

• Planned Giving – You can take action today to fund 
the future with a legacy gift, giving generations to come 
Arizona’s natural and historic landscapes to enjoy.

• Support local open space bond programs – Your 
vote approving open space bond measures helps to 
protect parks, trails, ranches, farms, and open space!

• Friend us on Facebook! – Join us at www.facebook.
com/ArizonaLandAndWaterTrust

• Volunteer – Contact the Trust to learn about 
volunteer opportunities.

To learn more, please contact us at info@alwt.org or 
(520) 577-8564.

Ferruginous Hawk (iStock)

Couch’s Spadefoot (Kory Roberts)Harris Hawk (Beth Hoffman)

Snowy Egret (TJ Gehling)
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DID YOU KNOW?

Arizona Land and Water Trust (formerly 
Arizona Open Land Trust) was the first formally 
incorporated land trust in the State of  Arizona.

In 1983, the Trust’s Board of  Directors was 
instrumental in passing legislation in Arizona 
enabling the use conservation easements.  We 
currently hold over 7,500 acres in conservation 
easements with our landowner partners.

Arizona Land and Water Trust completed the first 
short-term water use agreement on the Upper Gila 
River in Arizona in 2012.

Arizona Land and Water Trust partnered with Pima 
County to complete the largest conservation project 
in the history of  the County with the acquisition of  
Rancho Seco and the Santa Lucia using 2004 voter 
approved bond funds.

Arizona Land and Water Trust was the first land 
and water trust in Arizona to utilize U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Funds (North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act – NAWCA) to protect a wetland 
refuge for the sandhill crane.

(James Gordon)
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Board 
Diana Freshwater, President
Ben Brophy, Vice President
Britton Simmons, Treasurer
Chuck Pettis, Secretary
Laura Brown 
Christine Conte
Les Corey
Fred Frelinghuysen
Jeff  Hampton, President Emeritus
Charlotte Hanson
Julie Holding
Pat Lopez, III
Fred McGee
Dennis Moroney
Karen Riggs
Bill Roe
Bill Shaw
Ian Tomlinson

Sharma Hammond Torrens 
Land & Water Program Manager

THE TRUST’S STAFF

Ann Audrey
David Barnes
Denise Barnes
John Brady
Dennis Caldwell
David Freshwater

Norm Gerlich
John Gray
Buck Hampton
Grant Hampton
Mary Huerstel
June Hussey

Laura Kennedy
Will Murray
Phil Rosen
Howard Ward

Thank you to these partners who give generously of  their 
considerable talents:

Jessica Fraver  
Land & Water Program Project Assistant

Liz Petterson  
Executive Director

Scott Wilbor
Conservation Intern

Sonoran Mountain Kingsnake (Kory Roberts)
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Diamond M Ranch (June Hussey)
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Arizona Land And Water Trust 
3127 N. Cherry Ave. 
Tucson, Az 85719 
Phone: 520.577.8564
Fax: 520.577.8574
www.alwt.org
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